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Bringing the fire

UofL cheerleaders hitch a ride with the Louisville Fire 

Department during the 2017 Homecoming Parade. 

The parade, held the Friday of Homecoming Week, 

featured campus and community groups, and was led 

by UofL alumna and 2016 Olympic gold medalist Kelsi 

Worrell as grand marshal. 
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Dear Readers,

These continue to be eventful times at the University of Louisville. While much of 

the attention pertaining to the university focuses on the negative, that shouldn’t 

overshadow the many positive strides that have been made here in the past few 

months. I want you to be aware of all of the challenges we currently face but also 

share our pride in the progress we are making.

Unfortunately, we decided recently it was necessary for us to part ways with 

our longtime athletics director and our head men’s basketball coach. These 

difficult personnel decisions were made shortly after the announcement of an 

FBI investigation into college basketball that includes serious and unsettling 

accusations against the UofL men’s program.

We intend to fully cooperate with this investigation, which may take months 

to complete. In the meantime, I want to assure each of you that our athletics 

department is in good hands under the leadership of interim Athletics Director 

Vince Tyra. Likewise, we are expecting a strong season for the Cardinal men’s 

basketball team under the direction of interim head coach David Padgett.

This latest setback involving our athletics department has commanded significant 

media attention, both locally and nationally. I understand the interest, as we are 

part of a major story that likely will shake up the college basketball landscape 

across the country. However, this is not something that defines us as a university.

As I have said repeatedly, our challenges have not and will not detract attention 

from our true mission to educate students and prepare them to be our next 

generation of leaders. We will persist in our efforts to move this university forward.

Toward that end, I’m happy to report that the September visit of a team from our 

accrediting body, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 

on Colleges (SACS), went extremely well. A report that followed that visit found the 

university in compliance with seven of nine criteria previously queried by SACS, 

and that we are well positioned to address the other two.

I plan to attend the SACS national meeting in early December in Dallas. The 

organization will rule on the university’s probationary status at that time, and I’m 

optimistic it will be removed. Our work with SACS has required great effort from a 

number of university faculty and staff members and I’m very grateful for all of the 

time and energy they’ve put into this project.

Finally, a word of thanks to all our alumni, donors and friends for persevering 

with us through all of the difficult moments of the past year. We at the university 

truly believe that our best days are ahead of us. But achieving our lofty goals for the 

University of Louisville will require all of us to come together as one. We are UofL.

Gregory C. Postel, MD 

Interim President

from the president
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O
ver the last year, the public has heard a 

lot about the “fake news” crisis. Social 

media has made it easier than ever to 

spread false or misleading information to a 

mass audience, making it harder to sort fact 

from fiction, reality from deception. 

While unfounded rumors and outright lies 

are nothing new in politics, one of the great iro-

nies of the digital age is that we have such an 

overwhelming amount of information avail-

able that we often have trouble finding the good 

stuff. We are set adrift in a sea of propaganda, 

grasping for truth in a tweet storm.

My colleagues and I at the University of 

Louisville Libraries are deeply concerned 

about the negative influence of inaccurate and 

manipulative information on the body politic. 

As information literacy experts and active 

participants in the university’s educational 

community, we work with thousands of 

students every year, helping them become more 

critical consumers of information and discov-

ering high-quality sources that allow them to 

formulate evidence-based arguments, create 

new knowledge and solve real-world problems. 

Through classes and consultations, we 

teach students from across disciplines to find 

information essential for their success. In 

the process, we encourage students to think 

carefully about their sources and adopt a crit-

ical mindset, especially when confronted 

with information that sounds too good — 

or too bizarre — to be true. Librarians have 

also developed online tools that students and 

other patrons can use to determine the best 

resources and research strategies. We are 

excited to release our latest online tool, the 

"Research DIY" website available at library.

louisville.edu/research-diy. Research DIY fea-

tures visually appealing infographics, videos, 

and other materials to get students started 

with a wide variety of research tasks. Numer-

ous studies indicate that students struggle 

with research, so Research DIY is one way we 

provide extra help, while also advancing infor-

mation literacy goals.

Our libraries are open to the public, and we 

encourage you to contact or visit us to learn 

more about how we are educating the next 

generation to navigate a complex information 

ecosystem. We also encourage you to become 

responsible consumers of information. Don’t 

share stories that you haven’t verified, and 

don’t be dissuaded from using quality news 

sources with long-established reputations just 

because someone calls them “fake news.”

Robert Detmering 

Associate professor and Information Literacy  

Coordinator at University of Louisville Libraries

We were pleased to hear the overwhelm-

ing majority of readers felt the magazine 

strengthened your connection to the univer-

sity. That means we’re reaching one of our 

most important goals: to instill in you a sense 

of pride for UofL.

UofL Magazine is yours. We want you to 

feel connected to the stories and images, to 

discover and share our university’s accom-

plishments. And because this magazine is for 

you, we made a few changes to the content 

and design to align with your ideas.

You said you wanted more stories about 

student and faculty research. Our cover story 

highlights a project centered on preventing 

youth violence in our city. It’s an endeavor led 

by students under the guidance of faculty in 

our School of Public Health and Information 

Sciences. You told us you were interested in 

our institutional history and traditions. So, 

we included a story about seven UofL-related 

anniversaries in 2017.  Your suggestions on 

what you want to read will continue to guide 

us through future issues, too. 

You’re likely to notice a few changes to 

the look of the magazine as well. Ultimately, 

we want the people in the stories to shine 

through. So from the photography to the lay-

out, our refreshed design puts our people front 

and center. 

The students, faculty, staff and alumni we 

feature in each issue — and you, our readers 

— are the heart of our university. We want to 

continue hearing your feedback. We encour-

age you to send letters to the editor and let us 

know your thoughts. 

Meanwhile, enjoy this issue of UofL Mag-

azine. Share it with others. We are proud 

of the compelling stories of innovation and 

excellence that demonstrate how the univer-

sity transforms lives on individual, local and 

global levels. We want you to be proud, too.  

#WeAreUofL

— UofL Magazine editorial staff

Don’t be fooled by fakes

opinion

from the editors

Dear Readers, 

This past spring, we conducted a readership survey to discover your thoughts about University 

of Louisville Magazine. Thank you to the more than 600 readers who responded. Your input was 

invaluable and helped tremendously as we worked to freshen up the magazine. 

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
http://library.louisville.edu/research-diy
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A tax cut, health care reform and changes to 

monetary policy are the three key ingredients 

needed to move the U.S. economy forward, 

Steve Forbes, chairman and editor-in-chief of 

Forbes Media, told a standing-room-only crowd 

at the University of Louisville Sept. 12.

Forbes, one of the nation's most respected 

economic forecasters, was a guest of the John 

H. Schnatter Center for Free Enterprise in the 

College of Business. His talk, “Insights from 

Steve Forbes,” marked the first event of the 

center’s fall programming.

09 
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27 
NPHC 25 years
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HIGH PRAISE FOR HEART RESEARCH

T
he University of Louisville 

received one of the largest medi-

cal research grants in the school’s 

219-year history. 

The National Institutes of Health 

awarded $13.8 million to study a prom-

ising new type of adult cardiac stem 

cell as a treatment for heart failure. 

“It is critical that we have this type 

of support for the important research 

programs that we carry out, which 

can help patients around the world,” 

said Roberto Bolli, director of UofL’s 

Institute of Molecular Cardiology 

and scientific director of the Cardio-

vascular Innovation Institute.

Heart failure affects millions 

of people, and the most common 

cause is a heart attack. Until now, 

conventional treatments for heart 

failure have consisted of surgery or 

medications, which can alleviate 

symptoms but do not cure the disease. 

In contrast, Bolli’s focus has been 

on how to repair the heart itself and 

cure heart failure using a patient’s 

own stem cells. It is an approach that 

could revolutionize the treatment of 

heart disease.

“We are continually striving for 

new and better ways to treat heart 

disease,” Bolli said. “I’m confident we 

are not that far from a cure.”

The NIH grant is a continuation of 

a Program Project Grant (PPG) that 

Bolli and his team were originally 

awarded in 2005.

The latest round of funding comes 

after Bolli and his colleagues discov-

ered a new population of adult stem 

cells, called CMCs, in the heart three 

years ago. Bolli and his team want 

to find out what CMCs will do when 

transplanted into a diseased heart 

in mice and pigs, ultimately laying 

the groundwork for clinical trials in 

patients.

Interim UofL President Greg Pos-

tel noted that the NIH didn’t just 

approve UofL’s grant application, 

it funded the project with a per-

fect score and rare high praise. The 

committee reviewing the applica-

tion concluded the program was, 

“exceptional,” with “significant trans-

lational impact, an exceptional leader 

and investigative team and an excep-

tional environment.”

“This is a prestigious grant reflect-

ing the magnitude of the work being 

conducted here,” Postel said. “Being 

awarded this grant is a huge, huge 

accomplishment.” 

Roberto Bolli announces 

the NIH grant to study 

cardiac stem cellls.
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U
nited States Supreme Court Justice Neil 

Gorsuch spoke to more than 500 people 

during a public event at Comstock Hall, 

but it was the time he spent behind closed 

doors with the University of Louisville’s 

McConnell Scholars that may have left the 

greatest impression. 

“He was down-to-earth and very humble” 

said UofL freshman Emma Lawson. “He 

didn’t treat us as being beneath him and he 

was wanting to know more about us.” 

Lawson and other McConnell Schol-

ars had a private question-and-answer 

session with Gorsuch following his presen-

tation as part of the McConnell Center’s 

Distinguished Speakers series.

Much of the justice’s public speech 

focused on the concept of originalism in 

interpreting the U.S. Constitution. He also 

voiced his ideas on impartiality of the courts 

during politically divided times. “I do not 

believe in red judges or blue judges. We wear 

black,” he said.  

Still, Gorsuch’s sense of humor was on 

display during his presentation. While 

praising the separation of powers between 

the branches of government, Gorsuch 

warned about giving the courts too much 

legislative power. “Wouldn’t that be sort 

of like asking Lamar Jackson to do the 

Supreme Court Justice brings 

truth and humor to campus

The Kent School of Social Work has a major role 

in a five-year, federally funded research grant 

to help strengthen the country’s child welfare 

agency workforce — and ultimately improve the 

lives of the children it serves.

The UofL portion is $2.1 million for the evalua-

tion part of the grant, which is expected to total 

$15 million for the consortium of four universi-

ties and three national child welfare consultants. 

The group launched the Quality Improvement 

Center for Workforce Development through 

the grant from the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services Administration’s Children’s 

Bureau.  

Battling a turnover rate far higher than 

the national workforce average, child wel-

fare agencies have difficulty retaining qualified 

employees in jobs that typically are high-stress, 

low-pay and complicated. Workers tasked with 

protecting children from neglect and abuse and 

with strengthening families that need aid con-

tend with emotionally draining situations and 

tough conditions that can lead to burnout.   

Eight agencies chosen competitively across 

the nation as research sites represent a mix of 

urban and rural communities and a variety of 

organizations, including centralized state sys-

tems, county-administered systems and a 

Native American tribe.  

“The center will work in partnership with the 

eight jurisdictions to execute rigorous evalu-

ations on a variety of workforce interventions 

so that the field will have more evidence-based 

options for improving difficult workforce chal-

lenges,” said Anita Barbee, UofL distinguished 

university scholar in social work, who will be the 

project’s lead evaluator. “The lessons we learn 

through this project will be applicable to our 

own state down the line.”

Other Kent School researchers working on 

the grant are faculty members Becky Antle and 

Martin Hall, research managers Katy Henry and 

Jenny Taylor and doctoral student Lisa Purdy.

The other universities are University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln, University of Colorado- 

Denver and University of Tennessee-Knoxville. 

Averting welfare 
workforce burnout

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch 

speaks at UofL.

McConnell 

Scholars stand 

with Justice 

Gorsuch.

DRAFT REPORT SHOWS SACS PROGRESS 

UofL has successfully addressed 

seven of the nine issues raised by the 

Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools Commission on Colleges 

(SACSCOC) leading to or during its 

current probation and is well posi-

tioned to address the other two items.

The Special Committee of the 

Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools Commission on Col-

leges Special Committee issued a 

draft report after visiting campus 

Sept. 19-21 to review the university’s 

compliance with SACS’ Principles of 

Accreditation.

The committee noted UofL is in 

compliance with Core Requirement 

2.2, which relates to its governing 

board, and with comprehensive stan-

dards related to CEO evaluation/

selection, conflict of interest, external 

influence, board dismissal, financial 

stability and control of finances.

The committee provided spe-

cific recommendations to ensure the 

university complies with two other 

issues in the Principles of Accred-

itation. It suggested the university 

sign a memorandum of understand-

ing to clarify its relationship with the 

University of Louisville Real Estate 

Foundation, Inc., and it raised ques-

tions about the number of interim 

senior appointments in the universi-

ty’s central administration. 

The university created the memo-

randum of understanding, and  UofL’s 

administration currently is con-

ducting searches to fill several of the 

leadership positions.

Also in the document, the SACS 

committee applauded the “extraordi-

nary cooperation that the institution 

showed” during the visit, and stated 

the university “currently operates 

with integrity.”

The organization will rule on the 

university’s probationary status at its 

national meeting Dec. 2-5.

kicking?” he joked, referring to 

UofL’s Heisman Trophy-winning 

quarterback.

While on campus, Gorsuch also 

met with 30 soldiers taking part in the 

McConnell Center’s 30-day Strategic 

Broadening Seminar, a leadership and 

training program for the U.S. Army. 

Gorsuch is the third U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice to take part in the 

McConnell Center’s Distinguished 

Speaker Series joining Clarence 

Thomas and John Roberts.

T
he University of Louisville is seeking its next permanent leader. 

The Board of Trustees officially launched the presidential search on 

Sept. 15. R. William Funk & Associates, an executive search firm based in 

Dallas, Texas, will guide the nationwide hunt. 

“The Board feels it is imperative that we conduct a true national search for 

an outstanding president to lead us during this crucial time in our history,” BoT 

Chairman J. David Grissom told the campus community this fall. “The Board 

will seek a candidate with strong academic experience who can inspire the cam-

pus community and help us attain even higher levels of academic excellence.”

Although the search process is closed, the Board formed a subcommittee to 

involve the campus community. The subcommittee plans to complete listening 

tours of campus to gather feedback from faculty, staff and students.

The selected candidate will become the 18th permanent president since the 

Louisville College and Louisville Medical Institute merged to become the Uni-

versity of Louisville in 1846. 

Presidential search is on

ONLINE: The report is available 

at louisville.edu/accreditation.

http://louisville.edu/accreditation
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I
n recognition of their outstanding 

support to the University of Louis-

ville, the Department of Pediatrics 

honored David Novak, former CEO of 

YUM! Brands, his family and the Lift-

A-Life Foundation by naming its new 

pediatrics medical office building the 

Novak Center for Children’s Health.

 “David Novak and his family con-

tinually demonstrate their strong 

commitment to the well-being of the 

children of Kentucky and beyond,” 

said Greg Postel, interim president 

at UofL. “It is not just symbolic, but 

appropriate that one of the area’s pre-

mier pediatric health care centers be 

named in their honor.”

The Novak family and the Lift-

A-Life Foundation also have been 

instrumental in the creation and 

growth of the Wendy Novak Diabe-

tes Center, which opened in 2015 and 

will have an outpatient treatment 

area in the Novak Center.

At the new facility, patients will be 

able to see all their childhood health 

providers in a single location. Cur-

rently, patients and their caregivers 

oftentimes must travel to multiple 

buildings in the medical center to see 

providers.

“At the University of Louisville, 

and through its primary children’s 

partner in Norton Healthcare, we 

have some of the premiere health care 

providers in the nation,” Novak said. 

“We now will have the world-class 

outpatient facility to match the level 

of care our children receive.”

The story of Noah Barone and his 

family demonstrates the significant 

change the new facility will make in 

the lives of patients and their families 

and caregivers. Since 2006, he has 

been fighting a rare brain disorder 

that has required him seeing provid-

ers in hematology, ophthalmology, 

neurology and more.

“Every one person who has helped 

provide for Noah through the years 

has been exceptional,” said Geneva 

Barone, Noah’s mother. “At times, it 

has been inconvenient having to go to 

the varying locations to see everyone. 

To have everyone in a single location, 

and knowing that we will not have to 

travel throughout the medical center 

is wonderful. While everyone makes 

us feel like family, to have a single 

location to visit will be like having a 

medical home.”

Former YUM! CEO gives back at UofL

“We are building the future of 

pediatric health care right here in 

Louisville,” said Charles Woods, 

interim chair of the UofL Depart-

ment of Pediatrics. “This facility will 

enable us to transform how we deliver 

care by having our multidisciplinary 

teams located in one space so they 

can meet simultaneously with the 

patients and their families. This will 

eliminate substantial inconvenient 

delays and obstacles in our patients 

receiving the very best of care in the 

most timely way possible.”

The new facility is scheduled to 

open to patients in July 2018. The 

eight-story, 176,000-square-foot 

building is the first new health care 

facility in the Louisville Medical Cen-

ter in nearly a decade.

ONLINE: For more 

information, see the 

video at uoflnews.com.

David and Wendy Novak 

stand with their family 

next to an architect’s ren-

dering of the Novak Center 

for Children’s Health.

Rendering of the 

Novak Center.

http://uoflnews.com
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M
usic has proven useful in aiding 

a damaged soul, but could it also 

help infants suffering from drug 

withdrawal?

Michael Detmer and Darcy 

DeLoach, University of Louisville 

 music therapy faculty, recently pub-

lished a groundbreaking pilot study 

HEALING INFANTS 

WITH LULLABIES

that concludes music therapy may 

be an effective therapy for infants 

with neonatal abstinence syndrome 

(NAS), a condition resulting from 

in-utero drug exposure.

The study, published 

in “imagine” magazine, 

showed that babies who 

received music therapy via 

a pacifier-activated lullaby 

device had less drug with-

drawal symptoms, which 

may result in less reliance 

on pain medication and 

earlier dismissal from the 

hospital. 

Detmer said the study 

is important as hospitals 

are looking for ways to 

help the growing number 

of babies with NAS. Nationally, that 

number ballooned 400 percent in the 

last decade as the opioid crisis wors-

ened. Kentucky has seen a 23-fold 

increase since 2001, spiking the cost 

of babies admitted with withdrawal 

symptoms to $90 million with nearly 

80 percent of those costs incurred by 

Medicaid.

“So far, there’s not been a published 

study like this,” Detmer said. He hopes 

it serves as a resource for hospitals 

and bolsters further research within 

the music therapy field.

“It’s high profile,” he 

said. “I get an email or 

phone call a week asking 

about it because health-

care providers are looking 

for evidence-based ways to 

help these infants.”

The researchers part-

nered with a neonatologist 

and speech-language 

pathologist from Norton 

Women’s and Children’s 

hospital, and received help 

from UofL music ther-

apy interns. The team 

received the Kentucky Hospital 

Association’s 2017 “Quality Award” 

for their work.

Detmer said the UofL program is 

currently seeking funding for the first 

full-time music therapy position at 

UofL Medical Center to work with 

this population and the many other 

patients in need.

An infant receives 

music therapy.

A
s drug abuse escalates and 

agencies work to treat people 

wrestling with that and other 

behavioral health issues, some orga-

nizations have turned to UofL in a 

win-win student partnership. 

“The opioid crisis is affecting every 

part of our community,” said Jennifer 

Hancock, president-CEO of Volun-

teers of America Mid-States Inc. “It 

is absolutely a public health crisis and because of that, we feel 

particularly called to be on the front lines to respond.”

The Kent School of Social Work is helping, thanks to a new 

scholarship program to put more qualified clinicians in the 

field as VOA and Centerstone, a non-profit provider of behav-

ioral health care, refine services in addiction recovery and 

other critical areas. An anonymous gift helped launch the pro-

gram, which participants hope will grow.

“It’s a great partnership,” said Kel-

ley Gannon, Centerstone COO. “We 

are looking to nurture the students 

into good professionals.” 

Starting this fall, three social 

work students at Centerstone and 

two at VOA received scholarships 

and their field placements to gain 

agency experience  with the opportu-

nity for employment there after their 

graduation and successful program 

completion. The program is open to 

seniors and to master’s students.  

At Centerstone, students will work 

in a wide range of services to help chil-

dren and adults, Gannon said. 

Because the VOA’s partnership 

will emphasize addiction issues, 

Hancock said preference there will be 

given to Kent students in the alcohol 

and drug counseling specialization 

or in the couple and family therapy 

specialization.

“Students in our specializa-

tion, alcohol and drug counseling, 

are going to be well-suited for those 

positions because they are going 

to understand the way that addic-

tion is rooted in the brain and also in 

the environment,” said Martin Hall, 

co-director of that Kent specializa-

tion. “They will have background 

in evidence-supported ways to help 

people get better — and the couple 

and family therapy (students) will 

as well.”

Kent students partner to help agencies fight opioids

Hancock

Detmer

DeLoach

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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The University of Louisville was the 

first school in the South to offer an 

LGBTQ Studies minor, thanks to 

Associate Professor Kaila Story, the 

Audre Lorde Endowed Chair in Race, 

Class, Gender and Sexuality. Story 

developed the minor in 2009 and in 

June, she was recognized by NBC 

Out, a division of NBC News, as one 

of the 30 most influential LGBTQ 

people in the country. “I think it’s 

important that our LGBTQ see them-

selves reflected within our curricula,” 

Story said. “It not only gives them a 

sense of where they fit in history, but 

it also gives them folks to admire and 

allows them to gain a better sense of 

self.” Story said she was humbled to 

be named to NBC’s inaugural list of 

top 30 LGBTQ influencers, adding 

that her passion for social change 

helps motivate her to teach. 

spotlight

KAILA STORY

faculty
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Your Sight.
Our Specialty.

Your specialty is unique to you. It’s the thing you love to do 

most. And keeping your eyes healthy so you can continue 

doing what you love is our specialty. 

At Bennett & Bloom Eye Centers, our doctors use  

the latest technologies and techniques to keep  

your eyes in optimum condition. For all-laser  

LASIK or treatment of cataracts and eye disease,  

Go Where The Doctors Go!
®

eyecenters.com

502-895-0040

http://eyecenters.com
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T
he School of Interdisciplinary and Graduate 

Studies hopes to boost the number of diverse 

students in UofL’s graduate programs with 

its latest scholarship award program. 

The first cohort of students in the Presiden-

tial Diversity Scholar Program started classes 

this semester and includes Tytianna Smith, 

Malcolm Muhammad, Zakariah Henn, Con-

solee Karanguwa and Brigitte Burpo. The five 

students are researching everything from 

immunotherapy and cancer to minority entre-

preneurship to the recruitment and retention 

of women of color in athletic administration. 

Beth Boehm, vice pro-

vost of Academic Affairs 

and dean of SIGS, intro-

duced the program as 

another way to address 

the national trend of 

underrepresentation of 

minorities within aca-

demia. This disparity is even more apparent 

among African Americans and Hispanic 

Americans. The program provides $1,000 a 

year for a total of four years to be used for pro-

fessional development opportunities. 

Students are required to attend two PLAN 

events a year and one-on-one consultations with 

the director of Graduate Recruitment and Diver-

sity Retention, Latonia Craig, who developed the 

Check-in-and-Connect Series (C-N-C) centered 

on professional development. The series topics 

include time-management, academic writing, 

the publishing process and more.

“The C-N-C series has been extremely effec-

tive in retaining underrepresented students 

of color. We have witnessed several students 

graduate with their PhD having participated in 

our programs, and we are proud of our efforts to 

help increase the number of underrepresented 

minorities to the academy,” Craig said. 

The new Presiden-

tial Diversity Award is 

extremely competitive, 

Craig added. Graduate 

students must already 

be funded through their 

department as a gradu-

ate assistant or graduate 

teaching assistant, and they must be nomi-

nated by their director of Graduate Studies for 

the award. 

After this first year, SIGS’ plan is to continue 

to select 10 students a year with a maximum of 

40 students every four years cycling through 

the Presidential Diversity Scholars Program.

SIGS aims to increase  

grad-level diversity

Leaders across the university are 

rethinking the way they approach 

research using the principles of arts and 

humanities.  

On May 22, the Cooperative Consor-

tium of Trandisciplinary Social Justice 

Research announced the faculty grant-

ees who are part of a $2.25 million 

funding campaign. 

Faculty heading the funded projects 

are required to form partnerships with 

a community organization to research 

from an arts and humanities standpoint. 

The projects span issues from LGBTQ 

dilemmas and education to housing 

and the Special Olympics.

One project, “Black Men as Agents of 

Change in Children’s Literary Success,” 

seeks to provide children of color with 

reading materials that reflect their reality. 

“We want children to see themselves 

reflected in the books,” said College of 

Education and Human Development 

(CEHD) professor Kathryn Whitmore. 

“We want the books to be a mirror.”

Partnered with Metro United Way, 

Whitmore, CEHD assistant professor 

Ahmad Washington and Faye Jones, 

associate vice president for health 

affairs and diversity initiatives, collect 

culturally relevant literature to place in 

Norton Children’s Hospital. They want 

to position black men as role models 

through read-aloud programs. 

Another group, led by CEHD pro-

fessor Mary Brydon-Miller, biology 

professor Shira Rabin and English pro-

fessor Bronwyn Williams, wants to 

tackle climate change education in 

partnership with English teacher Matt 

Kaufmann and environmental science 

teacher Ben Kolb, both from Marion C. 

Moore School in Louisville.

The 2017-18 school year will be 

spent engaging 6th through 8th grade 

students in a discussion with students 

their age around the world. “We can’t 

tackle climate change until we under-

stand how it affects other people,” 

said Kaufmann. 

A NEW APPROACH  
TO INVESTIGATION

LEFT TO RIGHT: Zakariah 

Henn, Tytianna Smith, 

Consolee Karanguwa, 

Malcolm Muhammad

The C-N-C series has been 
extremely effective in 

retaining underrepresented 
students of color.
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Brandeis launches 

certificate for health 

care workers

Health care workers who want to 

hone their legal finesse and pro-

fessional credentials now have 

a new option: an online certif-

icate offered by Brandeis Law 

that can be completed in less 

than a year.

The Certificate in Health 

Law is a non-credit certificate 

launched in September in part-

nership with iLaw, an online 

enablement company for law 

schools. 

The certificate is a series of 

nine courses. Applicants aren’t 

required to have an undergrad-

uate degree to enroll and can 

choose from a suite of 11 courses. 

Topics covered include health 

care fraud and abuse, end-of-life 

decisions, HIPAA, security and 

patient care issues.

“Health care law is com-

plex and dynamic and there 

is a terrific need to help work-

ing professionals understand it 

better,” said Interim Dean Lars 

Smith. “It’s a great 

opportunity for 

Brandeis to boost 

our offerings 

and partner with 

the health care 

community.”

The cost for 

the certificate is 

$9,000 with dis-

counts offered 

to employers who have multi-

ple employees enrolled. Courses 

can be taken separately, too, at 

a cost of $1,300. Discounts are 

available for University of Louis-

ville employees.

Legal professionals and prac-

ticing attorneys teach the online 

courses. iLaw has developed and 

provided programs to more than 

20 percent of all accredited law 

schools in the United States.

International and interdisciplinary teams 

of students and professors excavate a 

Portuguese cave that could yield clues to 

Neanderthal extinction.

We’re trying 
to understand 

the whole 
process of 

why they went 
extinct.

Smith

I
t’s a long way down, but the quest for 

answers continues. 

The central Portugal cave of 

Lapa do Picareiro has lured Jonathan 

Haws into excavation for more than 

two decades. These days the UofL 

anthropology chair and the many 

students and international collabo-

rators who do research there hope to 

find, ultimately, why and how mod-

ern humans eventually replaced 

Neanderthals.

“There’s still this fascination with 

who these people were and why did 

they disappear,” Haws said. “We’re 

trying to understand the whole pro-

cess of why they went extinct.”

He is leading a three-year collabo-

rative National Science Foundation 

project at the cave, which has more 

than 10 meters of deposits span-

ning 10,000-75,000 years ago. This 

summer four UofL undergraduate 

students, a graduate student and an 

alum joined a cadre from the United 

States, Portugal and the Czech 

Republic in the continuing archaeo-

logical field school.

Student scientists dig deep

“They’re going to jump right in and 

get hands-on experience,” Haws said. 

Days are spent excavating, learning 

field methods and trading off duties 

such as mapping, screening and car-

rying buckets of sediment up and 

down steep steps cut into the earth.

Not all are anthropology majors but 

the experiences — even beyond the 

research — give the students a taste 

of a potential career path, scientific 

engagement and cultural enrichment.

“The people who go get experience 

working with and communicating 

with people from different countries 

on a daily basis,” he said.

Although Haws believes the cave 

has potential to yield Neanderthal 

remains, they haven’t found human 

remains yet among the unearthed 

animal bones, broken tools and other 

artifacts that are all part of the pic-

ture of early survival, colonization 

and land use. And as they excavate, 

they find new rooms in the cave.

“There’s probably two more 

decades of work there and, well, we’ll 

just see.”

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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It’s official: UofL  
is baby-friendly

The Center for Women & Infants 

(CWI) at University of Louisville 

Hospital has been named a Baby-

Friendly Designated birthing 

facility by Baby-Friendly USA. The 

designation is awarded to birth-

ing centers that offer an optimal 

level of care for infant feeding and 

mother-baby bonding. 

“We knew in our hearts we were 

‘baby friendly,’ but the designation 

is a very exciting confirmation for 

us,” said Therese Spurling, RN, who 

is board certified in lactation con-

sulting by the International Board 

of Lactation Consultant Examiners.

The CWI is the only downtown 

Louisville facility and the fourth 

facility in Kentucky to earn the 

designation. Currently there are 

405 active Baby-Friendly hospitals 

and birthing centers in the United 

States and more than 20,000 

worldwide.

The designation is awarded to 

birthing centers that follow the 

“Ten Steps to Successful Breast-

feeding,” offering breastfeeding 

mothers the information, con-

fidence and skills needed to 

successfully initiate and continue 

breastfeeding their babies.

“The process to earn Baby-

Friendly Designation truly involved 

a team effort,” CWI Nursing 

Director Libby Smith, RN, said. 

“Obstetrical providers support 

breastfeeding from the begin-

ning of the patient’s prenatal care 

through delivery, and then while 

mom and baby are in the hospital. 

“The greatest congratulations 

are for the nurses and the lactation 

team who provide the support for 

the family. There is a lot of educa-

tion that takes place in the CWI, and 

a lot of support when mom is tired 

and just wants to give up; everyone 

encourages her to keep going.”

K
athleen Prezocki finally had enough. 

Her essential tremor had progressed to the point that 

she always ordered sandwiches instead of soup or salad 

when eating out, and she was forced to use a card holder so she 

could continue to play bridge.

“It was affecting me in eating, in writing and in speech. The 

medicine was not allowing me to control the symptoms any-

more,” Prezocki said. “Trying to put a necklace on and trying 

to get that hook in there — my goodness that was frustrating!”

Essential tremor is a neurological disorder that causes 

involuntary rhythmic shaking, usually in the hands. Prezoc-

ki’s UofL physicians suggested deep brain stimulation (DBS) 

therapy, in which surgeons implant in the brain a wire lead 

that is attached to a battery controller, similar to a pacemaker 

used for the heart. The lead provides electrical stimulation to 

a precise point in the brain to mitigate the tremor. 

DBS has been in use for nearly 20 

years, but when Prezocki heard an 

improved DBS device had become 

available in the United States, she 

decided it was time to take the next 

step. The new device, from St. Jude 

Medical, features a directional lead and 

uses an iPod touch controller, allow-

ing doctors and patients to control the 

stimulation more precisely than pre-

vious technology. Prezocki was the 

first patient in the region to receive the 

device for deep brain stimulation.

Joseph Neimat, a neurosurgeon 

with UofL Physicians and chair of the 

UofL Department of Neurological Sur-

gery, has implanted several hundred 

A better solution  

for essential tremor

Kathleen Prezocki and Joseph Neimat

DBS devices, including Prezocki’s. 

“This therapy can make a dramatic 

difference in a patient’s quality of life, 

particularly if they like to write, to 

play piano, to eat soup,” Neimat said. 

“And even though it is brain surgery, 

it’s a relatively low-risk surgery.”

Victoria Holiday, clinical director 

of the Deep Brain Stimulation Pro-

gram at UofL Physicians, says the new 

device allows doctors to better control 

the stimulation and avoid side effects.

“Think about a wire inside the 

brain and electricity is surround-

ing that wire in a ball shape. With 

this device, we can cut that ball into 

pie pieces. It allows us to steer away 

from areas of the brain that may be 

causing trouble,” said Holiday, also 

an assistant professor in the UofL 

Department of Neurology.

Since activating the device, 

Prezocki has stopped all her tremor 

medications. 

Her ability to write is improved and 

she is able to play bridge without a 

card holder.

It was 
affecting me 
in eating, in 

writing and in 
speech. The 

medicine was 
not allowing 
me to control 

the symptoms 
anymore.

Oh, baby
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University of Louisville alumni, 

faculty, and staff could save on 

auto insurance with a special 

discount from GEICO!

ALUMNI 
SAVINGS 
FOR 
THE WIN

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO contracts with various membership entities and other organizations, but these entities do not underwrite the offered insurance 

products. Discount amount varies in some states. One group discount applicable per policy. Coverage is individual. In New York a premium reduction may be available. GEICO may not be involved in a formal relationship with each organization; 

however, you still may qualify for a special discount based on your membership, employment or affi liation with those organizations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a 

Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2017.  © 2017 GEICO

geico.com/alum/louisville

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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SMARTER, 
GREENER, 
SAFER

ONLINE: For more 

on Li’s research, 

watch the video at 

uoflnews.com.Y
ou’re driving down the highway, 

approaching a busy intersection 

when the light abruptly turns yel-

low. You pause. Do you reach for the 

gas or the brake? 

That moment when a green light 

changes to yellow causes indecision in 

many drivers, and that moment of inde-

cision can lead to a dangerous collision.

Richard Li, assistant professor at the 

J.B. Speed School of Engineering, and a 

group of engineering students have risen 

to the challenge of researching a smarter 

alternative to a risky game of chicken.

Traffic engineers estimate this 

dilemma zone to be up to 600 feet 

from the stoplight. Li set up a radar 

tracker at the intersection of Shel-

byville Road and Juneau Drive in east 

Louisville to collect data on the speeds 

of cars as they approach a stoplight. 

The research garnered attention and 

B
udding local entrepreneurs are 

turning to the small screen to help 

find financing for their big ideas. 

The University of Louisville Col-

lege of Business (CoB) partnered with 

WBNAtv21 in Louisville to produce 

“Dream Funders,” which links aspiring 

entrepreneurs with skilled investors.

The show, currently in its third 

season, began the partnership in sea-

son two in fall 2016. A WBNA crew 

travels to the Drummond Executive 

Center at the CoB several times a year 

to film entrepreneurs’ presentations 

and answers to questions from the 

prospective investors. 

The program also features expert 

advice from Van Clouse, chair 

of the college’s Forcht Center for 

Entrepreneurship, and Suzanne 

Bergmeister, assistant director of 

the Forcht Center and the college’s 

entrepreneur-in-residence. 

The “Dreamers,” or presenters, 

are Louisville-area residents trying 

to get ideas off the ground that have 

a wide range — examples include 

homemade kombucha, cake deco-

rating, purses made with Bible story 

themes and celebration event-plan-

ning for those who have died. Some 

presenters are graduates of the entre-

preneurial MBA program.

“It’s a good way for the school to 

promote what they’re doing and have 

it reflect the fact that they’re very 

keen on entrepreneurship. For me, 

it was like going back home,” said 

Paidemoyo Charasika, 08GB, an 

MBA grad who appeared on the show 

to seek funding for Sippin, an app 

that helps users find social interac-

tions tailored toward hyper-specific 

commonalities. 

Pitching the dream

It’s a good way for the school to promote 
what they’re doing and have it reflect the fact 
that they’re very keen on entrepreneurship. 

For me, it was like going back home.

funding from the National Science 

Foundation. 

Senior Samantha Crowder says the 

group wants to use this information 

to see if longer or shorter green lights 

might be needed in order to limit the 

number of cars in the yellow zone at 

a time. 

“Ultimately, we’re hoping that we can 

provide a better dilemma to actually 

make it safer,” Li said. 

Charasika and his partner, Raymond Tri, 17E, did not 

receive a financial investment, but got invaluable mentoring 

from judge Cyndi Masters. 

Masters is frequently featured on the show and is CEO of 

DBS Interactive, a digital marketing and web development/

design agency in Louisville. 

“There’s been some evolution that all started with a conver-

sation she had with us,” Charasika said. 

WBNAtv21 reaches more than 662,000 households in the 

Louisville area. 

“We are very excited to have the University of Louisville 

College of Business as a key partner once again in ‘Dream 

Funders.’ This university is a really a gem to our community 

and aspiring entrepreneurs,” said Tom Fawbush, WBNAtv21 

general manager.

http://uoflnews.com
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Struggling as a poor youth in Egypt, 

Giovanni Ibrahim worked hard to 

receive a scholarship to study trans-

lation in the United States. The 

9/11 terrorist attacks in New York 

changed his path as Ibrahim put his 

skills as a translator to use for the 

New York Police Department.

His time in the NYPD opened his 

eyes to a greater calling. While an 

officer, Ibrahim saw the need for cor-

rective dentistry in the faces — and 

particularly smiles — of victims who 

were disfigured and marred by vio-

lence. He felt moved to practice oral 

surgery, and chose the University of 

Louisville for his dental studies. 

Now, as a senior, Ibrahim says he 

is able to help those in need. “I want 

to fix people,” he said. “I want to be 

that guy that can fix people.”

ONLINE: For Ibrahim’s full story, 

watch the video at uoflnews.com.

spotlight

GIOVANNI IBRAHIM

student

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
http://uoflnews.com
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W
hat’s the secret to inspiring 

more Kentucky high school 

students to become teachers?

 Answer: start early, offer 

hands-on learning, provide 

access to experienced educators 

and help students earn college 

credit while still in high school. 

Those are the main goals 

of a College of Education and 

Human Development (CEHD) 

initiative that kicked off during 

the fall 2017 semester. The 

Teaching and Learning Career 

Pathway Program is a collab-

oration with the Kentucky 

Department of Education.

 CEHD signed memoran-

dums of understanding with 

three Kentucky school districts 

— Jefferson, Bullitt and Gallatin 

counties — and expects to sign 

agreements with more districts 

soon. The contracts leverage the 

Kentucky Dual Scholarship Pro-

gram, a statewide initiative that 

funds college-level courses for 

high school students.

 “When a high school student 

expresses an interest in teach-

ing, we want to do our part to help 

and inspire that student,” said 

Amy Lingo, the college’s associ-

ate dean for academic affairs and 

unit effectiveness.  

Dean Ann Larson said the 

partnership with the schools fits 

nicely with the college’s focus on 

learning by doing, recruiting and 

supporting high school students 

into a teaching pipeline to jump-

start their education careers. 

“We’ve learned that when an 

aspiring teacher, beginning at 

the high school level with earned 

college credits, actually walks in 

the shoes of a seasoned teacher, 

it’s a powerful and inspiring the-

ory-to-practice learning tool,” 

said Larson.

University officials expect 

about 100 students to take part 

in the teacher education-focused 

curriculum during the 2017-2018 

academic year. The University 

of Louisville is one of four insti-

tutions participating in the pilot 

program.

H
aving family members present 

while a loved one is resus-

citated. Creating a “barf 

scale” for adults undergoing can-

cer treatment. Changing nurses’ 

views toward drug-addicted 

mothers who birth babies with 

neonatal abstinence syndrome.

To evolve these areas of bed-

side care and more, School of 

Nursing Professor Barbara 

Polivka is guiding research in the 

trenches at Norton Healthcare.

The work is part of Poliv-

ka’s role as the Shirley B. Powers 

Endowed Chair in Nursing. 

Polivka’s work originates in 

the nursing research councils at 

Norton’s hospitals, where staff 

nurses discuss what research 

they want to pursue based on 

issues they have encountered in 

the clinical setting. 

 “It’s fun when you work 

with enthusiastic staff nurses,” 

Polivka said. “If I can get a few 

people interested in research or 

at least feel like they’re making 

an impact, that’s the reward.”

At Norton Hospital, research 

on nurse perceptions of family 

members being present during a 

patient’s resuscitation brought 

institution-wide policy change. 

Nurses had widely varying 

opinions on whether it was appro-

priate for a family member to 

witness a patient being resus-

citated, a seemingly gruesome 

scene for those unaccustomed to 

the procedure. Norton’s internal 

guidance in this area was unclear. 

Polivka worked with several 

nurses from the research coun-

cil and a UofL undergraduate 

nursing research scholar to sur-

vey hospital nurses. Based on 

the findings, Norton Healthcare 

implemented a policy to ensure 

a staff member is present with 

family during resuscitation. 

“When you do CPR, it looks 

horrible,” Polivka said. “A staff 

member can explain to the family 

what is going on and ensure they 

don’t get in someone’s way think-

ing that their loved one is being 

abused.”

Another new study focuses 

on nurses’ attitudes toward 

drug-addicted mothers who 

give birth to babies with neona-

tal abstinence syndrome (NAS). 

These babies undergo with-

drawal, with problems including 

low birth weight, difficulty 

breathing and feeding, excessive 

high-pitched crying and seizures.

Polivka hopes data from this 

study can be the baseline for 

interventions. 

“Nurses are sometimes car-

ing for these babies a long time 

and are not always sure how to 

deal with a mom who may be try-

ing to kick a habit,” Polivka said. 

“Our ultimate goal is to try and 

change that so the nurses have 

a different perspective; that we 

need to address and recognize 

the trauma that these moms have 

been through and not think of 

them in negative terms.”

Amy Lingo, left, and CEHD Dean Ann 

Larson, far right, talk with freshman Me-

gan Baskerville, one of the first students 

to participate in a new program that 

gives aspiring teachers an early start on 

their college classes.

Inspired to teach

Transforming care through nursing research

If I can get a few  
people interested in 

research or at least feel 
like they’re making 

an impact, that’s the 
reward.

High schoolers get head start with help from CEHD
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If you experience severe joint pain in your hip or knee, or have degenerative joint disease, we have a new revolutionary, 

game-changing robotic-arm assisted procedure that can help. It’s based on your unique anatomy and uses robotic-arm 

assisted technology to offer many benefits that may include smaller incisions, less scarring, less pain and shorter 

hospital stay. Jewish Hospital is home to Louisville’s only Mako® robotic-arm assisted technology. To learn more call 

844.345.1264 or visit KentuckyOneHealth.org/MAKO.  

Jewish Hospital, a part of KentuckyOne Health, is designated as a Blue Distinction 

Center+ for Knee and Hip Replacement and Spine Surgery by Anthem Blue Cross Blue 

Shield, an independent licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

Available ONLY at Jewish Hospital 

ROBOTIC-ARM ASSISTED 
JOINT REPLACEMENT.

A GAME-CHANGING PROCEDURE.

http://KentuckyOneHealth.org/MAKO
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P
eriodontal disease is a common struggle for 

many Americans, affecting half of U.S. adults 

over 30. Now, a researcher at the University of 

Louisville School of Dentistry is embarking on a 

promising study to help control it after earning a 

nearly $2 million grant.

Huizhi Wang, an assistant professor in the 

Department of Oral Immunology and Infec-

tious Diseases, earned the five-year grant from 

the National Institute of Dental and Craniofa-

cial Research, part of the National Institutes of 

Health. 

A chronic inflammatory disease, periodontal 

disease affects gum tissue and bone supporting 

the teeth. If left untreated, it can lead to tooth loss 

but people can get the disease even if they take 

good care of their teeth. Research shows it also 

is associated with other chronic inflammatory 

diseases and may be linked with cardiovascular 

disease, diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis and stom-

ach and colon cancers. 

Periodontal disease is caused by the body’s 

uncontrolled inflammatory immune response 

to bacteria in the mouth, specifically P. gingiva-

lis. Everyone has lots of different bacteria and 

fungi in their mouth, Wang said, but in some peo-

ple, the immune system overreacts to P. gingivalis 

with ferocious inflammation. That inflammation 

causes periodontis, not the bacteria.

Wang and his team have identified an intra-

cellular molecule, serum glucocorticoid-induced 

kinase-1 (SGK1), that may have anti-inflam-

matory properties. SGK1 is a molecule usually 

focused on metabolism, but preliminary evidence 

has indicated it also may be involved in the body’s 

anti-inflammatory responses. Wang will set out 

to see if SGK1’s abilities will expand outside a cell. 

“Will this molecule work in a different system? 

That’s what we want to find out,” he said.

In the long term, Wang’s work could pave the 

way for the development of novel anti-inflam-

matory agents to reduce or prevent not only P. 

gingivalis-induced tissue destruction, but also 

other chronic inflammatory disorders in general.

Dental researcher aims to end 

inflammatory disease 

Readiness of public 
access defibrillators 
alarmingly low

No national standards exist for 

automated external defibrillator 

(AED) maintenance or registration 

with manufacturers, making these 

practices voluntary and highly vari-

able. At the same time, regions 

where there is a high degree of 

unregistered AEDs also show a 

much greater chance that these 

devices will fail.

 That’s the finding of a study 

conducted by Brad Sutton, assis-

tant professor of medicine and 

assistant dean for health strategy 

and innovation.

“We found that the percent-

age of public access AEDs that 

fail standardized testing is high, 

and the incidence of potentially 

life-threatening malfunction is 

underreported,” Sutton said. 

A total of 322 AEDs at 190 pub-

lic, non-hospital settings in four 

geographically distinct regions — 

Seattle; Suffolk County, New York; 

Central Illinois; and Louisville — 

were tested. The team found that 

21 percent of the devices failed at 

least one phase of testing. Five 

percent had expired batteries, fail-

ing to power on at all, rendering 

them useless.

AEDs found in areas where there 

was a higher rate of registration 

were significantly more likely to 

pass testing. AED registration was 

greater than 80 percent in both 

Seattle and Suffolk County, with 

zero battery failures found in Seat-

tle and only 2 percent in Suffolk 

County. 

 By comparison, both Louisville 

and Central Illinois had registration 

rates of less than 25 percent and 

higher rates of test failure — 19.8 

percent in Louisville and 38.2 per-

cent in Central Illinois. 

“Our data suggest that register-

ing AEDs correlates with increased 

likelihood that the device will pass 

testing and be operational if car-

diac arrest occurs,” Sutton said.

Huizhi Wang in a dental 

lab at UofL.
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Want perks? We’ve got perks. 

With Round UP Checking and 

Photocards, not only can you get a 

checking account that pays you… 

you can get a card with points, 

rewards, and cash back.

http://wecuofldifferently.com
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D
uring Homecoming, the University of Louis-

ville’s National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) 

celebrated a quarter of a century on campus.

Often referred to as the Divine 9, NPHC is a 

collaborative organization of nine historically 

black international Greek-lettered fra-

ternities and sororities.

“It was intentional that we would 

have the Divine 9 here,” said Michael 

Mardis, dean of students and vice provost of stu-

dent affairs. “Our goal here at the university is 

student success, and one of the goals that I was 

charged with when hired was to create a vibrant 

campus life here at UofL. Part of that vibrant 

campus life is creating those engagement oppor-

tunities so that all students will have a greater 

opportunity to be successful.”

Over the years, UofL has strived to support 

NPHC growth on campus. The strategic effort 

to enhance the council began in 2006, when a 

suite in Community Park was developed so that 

NPHC organizations could 

have a gathering place. In 2009, 

a committee outlined steps to 

address organizational sustainability to ensure 

future NPHC success on campus. In 2011, an 

official full-time coordinator position was 

approved.

“We needed an organization that catered to 

African American student needs,” said Terina 

Matthews, a 1993 UofL graduate and UofL NPHC 

alumna. “The NPHC council allows Greek orga-

nizations to work more collaboratively.”

The Division of Student Affairs commem-

orated the milestone with a variety of events 

during Homecoming 2017. The events included a 

stepshow, tailgating party and reception featur-

ing nationally known speaker, Tish Norman. 

“The fact that the Divine 9 is on the Univer-

sity of Louisville’s campus is something beautiful 

to see,” said Corey Thomas, NPHC president and 

member of Kappa Alpha Psi. “The university does 

indeed recognize us for who we are and what we 

do as a black body.” 

The Divine 9 are Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha Kappa 

Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, Omega Psi Phi, Delta 

Sigma Theta, Phi Beta Sigma, Zeta Phi Beta, 

Sigma Gamma Rho and Iota Phi Theta.

THE DIVINE 9 CELEBRATES  

25 YEARS AT UOFL

Zeta Phi Beta sorority member 

Alexis Murry performs at the 

2017 NPHC Step Show.

Members of Omega Psi Phi 

fraternity perform at the 

2017 NPHC Step Show.
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R
esearch reveals some 200 years ago, 

enslaved African American women likely 

would have tended a distillery at Locust 

Grove, one of Louisville’s largest, most signif-

icant historical sites.

To help bring that story to life, Locust 

Grove reached out to the University of Lou-

isville Theatre Arts Department’s African 

American Theatre Program.

Sidney Edwards, a teaching assistant earn-

ing her MFA in performance, was tapped to 

reenact the role of an enslaved distiller for 

visitors at the newly erected distillery site. 

Her job also is to help craft the character and 

storyline for the role she’ll be playing.

She appreciates the opportunity to repre-

sent African Americans in such a context to 

help educate people, she said.

Bringing history to life

Sidney Edwards in character 

at Locust Grove.

“No matter how hard a thing it is to do, it’s 

still an important thing to do,” Edwards said. 

“Children and people should know that slav-

ery was a part of our American history. I like 

being a representative in that way.”

Edwards also played the lead role in the 

African American Theatre Program’s pro-

duction of “Baltimore,” which was selected for 

the prestigious National Black Theatre Festi-

val this summer.

She earned her BFA in musical theatre 

from William Peace University in North Car-

olina and chose to come to UofL for graduate 

studies as Theatre Arts offers the only Grad-

uate Certificate in African American Theatre 

in the country.

“Both heritage and theatre are very import-

ant to me,” Edwards said.

Student actress finds new role at Locust Grove

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
http://margaretsmoving.com
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Aimee Jewell, 13A, employer 

engagement coordinator at the 

Career Development Center, was 

recently elected to serve as the pres-

ident-elect of the Young Profession-

als Association of Louisville. YPAL is 

an organization that provides lead-

ership development, educational 

opportunities and philanthropic 

support to Louisville’s young pro-

fessionals. The mission of YPAL is 

to connect, engage and develop 

metro Louisville’s young profession-

als through community, professional 

and social opportunities.

Jewell’s presidency will begin 

on July 1, 2018. Her goals include 

diversifying YPAL’s membership, 

implementing better recruitment 

strategies and increasing commu-

nity engagement.

AIMEE JEWELL

staff

spotlight
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David Padgett leads 

his first practice as 

head coach.

2017 
CARDS BUY LOCAL

FRIDAY DEC. 1

Register at

uoflalumni.org/ShoppingTour17

$40 registration fee includes 

opening and closing receptions, 

door prizes and transportation 

to more than a dozen shops 

on East Market Street (NULU), 

Fourth Street, Frankfort 

Avenue and Butchertown.

Sponsored by UofL and the 

Louisville Independent Business Alliance

PBK bringing  
Barzun to UofL

Matthew Barzun, former ambassador 

to the United Kingdom and Sweden, 

will serve as UofL’s 2017-18 Phi Beta 

Kappa speaker. 

The annual Phi Beta Kappa lecture 

series brings distinguished speak-

ers to campus for public lectures and 

informal meetings with students 

in the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Barzun follows previous PBK lec-

turers of national prominence who 

have covered a broad range of top-

ics and intellectual 

interests.

Barzun’s politi-

cal career includes 

turns as ambassa-

dor to the United 

Kingdom from 2013 

to 2017 and ambas-

sador to Sweden 

from 2009 through 

2011. He also served 

as national finance chair for for-

mer President Barack Obama’s 2012 

re-election campaign. 

Prior to his roles in politics, Bar-

zun was an internet pioneer with 

CNET Networks, where he worked 

from 1993-2004. He rose through 

the ranks to eventually serve as chief 

strategy officer and executive vice 

president. 

Barzun, who lives in Louisville, 

has been active in several Kentucky 

non-profits, particularly those with 

an emphasis on education, public pol-

icy or interfaith relations including 

Teach Kentucky, The Kentucky Long 

Term Policy Research Center and the 

Center for Interfaith Relations.

Barzun’s lecture, 

which is free and 

open to the public, 

will be held Feb. 6. It 

is hosted by UofL’s 

Phi Beta Kappa chapter, the Phi Beta 

Kappa Association of Kentuckiana 

and the dean and faculty of the UofL 

College of Arts and Sciences. 

Barzun

ONLINE: For more 

information, visit 

events.louisville.edu.

http://uoflalumni.org/ShoppingTour17
http://events.louisville.edu
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D
avid Padgett, a former assistant coach 

and Cardinals center, was named UofL’s 

interim head men’s basketball coach in 

October.

“David Padgett was an exceptional player 

and has been an outstanding young coach for 

the Cardinals,” said UofL Interim President 

Greg Postel. “His familiarity with the players 

and the current system, combined with his 

character and work ethic, make him a natu-

ral fit for the position. We look forward to a 

successful year under his leadership.”

Padgett will serve as acting head coach for 

one year. He was UofL’s director of basketball 

operations for two seasons before his move 

to an assistant coaching position in 2016.  

He becomes just the third head coach for 

the Cardinals in the last 46 years, following 

Rick Pitino (2001-17) and Denny Crum 

(1971-2001).

In Padgett’s three seasons on the UofL 

staff, the Cardinals produced a collective 

75-26 record (.743), finished among the top 

four teams in the ACC each year and reached 

the NCAA Elite Eight in 2015. Padgett helped 

the Cardinals assemble a top 10 recruiting 

class in 2017.  

He previously spent three years as an 

assistant coach at IUPUI and played pro-

fessional basketball for UB LaPalma in 

the Canary Islands. As a Cardinals player 

from 2005-2008, Padgett was a three-year 

starter and captain at center. He averaged 

a team-leading 11.2 points and grabbed 4.8 

rebounds his senior year when the Cardinals 

reached the NCAA Elite Eight.

PADGETT LEADING  

CARDINALS AS 

HEAD COACH

Tyra takes the helm

The University of Louisville named  

Vincent Tyra as interim director of ath-

letics in October.

“Vince Tyra is an exceptional leader 

who will provide stability to our athlet-

ics department,” said Interim President 

Greg Postel. “His success in business, 

his athletic background and his close 

ties to the university and the athlet-

ics department will be important to the 

continuing success of our program.”

Tyra currently serves as an operating 

partner for Southfield Capital, a posi-

tion he has held since 2007, and as an 

advisor to ISCO Industries Inc. where he 

was formerly the president.  He also for-

merly served as the president of Retail 

and Activewear for Fruit of the Loom. 

A Louisville native, he is the son of 

legendary UofL basketball player Char-

lie Tyra. He graduated from Trinity High 

School and from the University of Ken-

tucky, where he earned a bachelor of 

science degree in health administration. 

He also was a member and two-year 

captain of the UK baseball team.

“I am honored to have been selected 

as the acting athletic director at the 

University of Louisville. I am excited by 

the challenge to lead one of the most 

elite athletic programs in college sports 

that’s near and dear to my heart,” said 

Tyra. “I intend to provide leadership to 

our athletic department, coaches, stu-

dent athletes, fans, donors and the 

university as a whole.” 

Tyra has been a long-time sup-

porter of Louisville athletics. He joined 

the University of Louisville Foundation 

Board of Directors in February 2017 and 

now chairs the organization’s Finance 

Committee.
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M
ost grooms who ask their bride to 

postpone the honeymoon just a 

few short weeks before the wed-

ding would end up in the doghouse, 

but that wasn’t the case for Adam 

Hadwin, 09B.

The Canadian golfer was in for a 

whirlwind of emotions following his 

victory at the Valspar Championship 

of the Professional Golfers’ Associ-

ation Tour in March 2017, where he 

battled it out in the final holes with 

Patrick Cantlay to finish with an even-

par 71. The win qualified him for the 

Dell Match Play, which happened to be 

the week of his wedding. 

Hadwin’s victory also meant he 

qualified for The Masters, scheduled 

for the same week as his honeymoon. 

His relaxing getaway would wait. 

Thankfully, his wife, Jessica, 

was rather understanding about the 

last-minute change. Hadwin went on 

to tie for 36th position at The Masters 

this spring after making it past the 

first-round cut. 

Hadwin, 29, was born in Saskatch-

ewan and raised in British Columbia 

alongside little brother, Kyle. Raised 

in the heart of hockey territory, Had-

win instead chose to begin dabbling in 

golf at age 3. 

With his father as his first coach, 

he began playing golf seriously and 

earned a scholarship to the University 

of Louisville. While at UofL, he con-

tinued fine-tuning his golf skills under 

coach Mark Crabtree, who described 

him as a very focused athlete and great 

teammate. 

Hadwin finished fourth in team 

stroke average and grabbed fourth 

place at UNCG Bridgestone Clas-

sic and Morris Williams Invitational 

during his final season with UofL’s 

golf team. He graduated in 2009 with 

a degree in business management 

and the intent to make his mark on 

the world of golf.

In 2014, Hadwin made the big 

leagues and reached the PGA 

Tour.  “I’ve been working hard 

for a number of years now, played 

every level and been around the 

world. And to make it on to the 

tour that most golfers dream of 

is just amazing,” he said. 

Hadwin began the 2017 sea-

son by becoming one of only 

nine golfers in PGA Tour his-

tory to shoot a sub-60 round 

after shooting a 59 at the 

CareerBuilder Challenge in 

January. The golfer shot 13 bird-

ies in that round, becoming the first 

Canadian on the tour to achieve a 

sub-60 round to date.

“I think you will see Adam Hadwin 

more on the PGA tour,” Crabtree said 

after Hadwin’s Valspar victory. “This 

is just the start and if we give him two 

or three years, I think we will see him 

go far.” 

As for the Hadwins’ honeymoon, 

time has not yet been on their side. 

“[Jessica] always knew there was 

a chance to postpone it or cancel, but 

she’s extremely supportive about hav-

ing such a happy reason for postponing 

it.” Hadwin said.

Hadwin’s best year yet

UofL alum celebrates PGA Tour win and his wedding

BUILDING  

ON ATHLETIC 

SUCCESS

T
wo major UofL athletic facilities are 

getting bigger and better during the 

2017-18 season. Papa John’s Cardinal 

Stadium is in the middle of an expansion 

that will add 10,000 seats and boost the 

live game experience for fans. Meanwhile, the Cardinals 

volleyball team moved their games back to the heart of 

campus after an upgrade to Cardinal Arena in the Swain 

Student Activities Center.

Papa John’s Stadium Expansion

“Coming Full Circle,” the UofL football stadium expan-

sion, began construction in November 2016. The $63 

million addition will include the first-of-its-kind “Three 

Stripe Zone” for optimal seating and viewing. Some 

benefits include padded seating, extended legroom and 

priority on the parking waitlist in addition to a prime 

view of huddles. 
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Adam Hadwin hoists the first-place trophy from the 

2017 Valspar Championship. Hadwin's win earned 

him a spot at The Master's.

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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The Marching Cards 

take the field as fire-

works burst at a home 

game against Clemson 

in the fall 2017 season. 

Construction is visible as 

renovations continue to 

bring Papa John’s Cardi-

nal Stadium full circle.

The Women’s Vol-

leyball team took on 

the Western Kentucky 

Hilltoppers in the com-

pleted Cardinal Arena, 

equipped with improved 

fan seating.

Along with stadium renovations, 

the Howard Schnellenberger Football 

Complex will get a facelift, complete 

with upgraded meeting room, lounge 

and theater. The weight room and con-

ditioning center will be nearly doubled, 

enhancing the training experience.

The new stadium section is pro-

jected to open in time for the 2018 

season.

Cardinal Arena Renovations

The women’s volleyball team returned 

to Cardinal Arena for the full 2017 sea-

son after playing at the YUM! Center 

since 2011. They came back to a reno-

vated space dedicated exclusively to 

volleyball. 

The Cardinal Arena court received 

upgrades to the floor, bleachers and 

lights, while additional seating and an 

end-zone mezzanine were added for 

fans. The facility also features a full-ser-

vice concessions venue serving food, 

soft drinks and beer. The $600,000 

renovation included team offices, locker 

rooms and training areas also located in 

the Swain Student Activities Center.

The volleyball team previously  

played at Cardinal Arena from 1991 

through 2010.



34 UOFLMAGAZINE.COM

THE 
POWER 

OF
TRUTH

UofL’s Youth Violence Prevention Fellows  

seek to shift stereotypes with a resounding  

message of pride and peace

By Julie Heflin
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TreyVon Neely and 

Elijah Thomas walk 

through the Park 

Hill neighborhood in 

West Louisville.
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reyVon Neely knows what people see when West Louisville is 

described in the media: violence, inequality, crime, poverty.   

The 23-year-old was born and raised in the California 

neighborhood. Yes, he has seen friends and family affected 

by violence. Yes, he and people close to him have had run-ins 

with the judicial system. 

But Neely sees something else in West Louisville. Some-

thing he considers much more important and true to his 

experience. 

He sees his childhood. He sees a place where neighbors stop their cars 

on the corner just to say hello. He sees, at its core, a community filled with 

strong, resilient residents.

“This is home,” he said. 

Neely is one of several West Louisville youth fellows working with the 

University of Louisville’s School of Public Health and Information Sci-

ences (SPHIS) to rewrite the narrative of how West Louisville neighbor-

hoods, residents and, specifically, youth are viewed. By combining aca-

demic research with grassroots community action, UofL’s Youth Violence 

Prevention Research Center (YVPRC), aims to reduce youth violence by 

helping young people understand the context associated with the condi-

tions in which they live, and to provide them with the tools they need to lead 

the community toward transformation.   

“It’s really personal for me to make a change,” Neely said, with a look of 

quiet resolve.

Pride, Peace, Prevention 

The YVPRC was established in 2015 with a five-year, $5.7 million grant 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and is a National 

Center of Excellence in Youth Vio-

lence Prevention. It is one of only 

seven Centers of Excellence in 

the country dedicated to curbing 

youth violence.

“At the end of the day, our 

young people are returning to 

very toxic situations that cause 

them to make daily decisions 

about what they are going to do. 

For some, it’s not because they 

don’t know better but sometimes 

they don’t have a choice,” said 

Monique Ingram, director of the 

center. “Ultimately we want to 

change the social conditions and 

create environments where vio-

lence is not the first resort.”

Changing social conditions 

requires a thorough understand-

ing of how those conditions came 

to be. That’s why another goal of 

the YVPRC’s efforts is to counter 

and shift the dominant narra-

tive surrounding what it means 

to be an African American in the 

United States, a narrative borne 

from injustice and inaccurate 

portrayals of history. 

“Historical patterns of racial 

discrimination, inequality and 

lack of economic opportunity 

have helped foster beliefs that pro-

mote and condone violence,” said 

Monica Wendel, principal inves-

tigator of the CDC grant. “When a 

distinct portion of the population 

systematically does not receive 

justice from the institutions of 

society, they begin to believe that 

the only justice they receive is jus-

tice they exact themselves.”

The YVPRC faculty and staff 

brought years of behavioral 

research to the table. But to truly 

affect change in West Louisville, 

“We hope to give them a space to 

develop what they already have within 

themselves and build capacity to bring 

lasting change to communities.”

Youth fellows and 

community members 

shared the Pride, Peace, 

Prevention campaign at 

a block party in May.

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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they couldn’t rely on research alone. They 

needed the expertise of the community. 

In this case, many of the experts were 

teenagers.

The center chose a cohort of eight young 

people between the ages of 16 and 24 from 

West Louisville to be Youth Violence Pre-

vention Fellows. The fellows, along with 

YVPRC and community partners, are 

designing and implementing a three-year 

social-norming campaign targeted at get-

ting their peers to change long-held behav-

iors, and boost pride in their community 

and their culture. 

“Science tells us that social norms affect 

individual behavior,” Wendel said. “If we 

think people who are like us act a certain 

way or expect us to act a certain way in a 

specific situation, we’re more likely to act 

that way — whether we agree with it or not. 

“But sometimes, our perceptions of those 

norms are inaccurate,” she added. “Media 

often make things worse by only portraying 

negative images and narratives of minority 

populations, while the positive images of 

the population remain unseen.”                                                                                                                                        

The social-norming campaign, called 

“Pride, Peace, Prevention,” launched in 

spring 2017 and uses social media, televi-

sion and radio ads, bus shelter signs and 

billboards to connect youth with positive 

messages and imagery relative to African 

Americans. The fellows also use local com-

munity events, like block parties and the 

Dirt Bowl, an annual West Louisville bas-

ketball tournament, as opportunities to 

engage the community in conversation. 

“We couldn’t do this without the fellows,” 

Wendel said. “We want to equip them and 

empower them to see they can rally people 

for change.”

Putting it in perspective

Before the fellows could share the cam-

paign message with their peers they needed 

to build pride in themselves by gaining 

a more accurate understanding of their 

race and culture. They participated in ses-

sions to raise their critical consciousness, 

including those that connected historical 

facts with current context and taught them 

how to dispel myths surrounding what it 

means to be an African American youth.

The fellows spent hours researching 

African and world history, learning about 

an African heritage that reveals a lineage of 

royal families, kingdoms and empires, and 

developments and contributions to the fields 

of medicine, science and technology. They 

immersed themselves in stories that history 

books often gloss over, including how Afri-

can Americans contributed to building the 

infrastructure and economic capital of the 

United States through slave labor. 

They grew their understanding of mod-

ern-day African American hidden fig-

ures, coupled with a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience to take part in the dedication 

ceremony of the Smithsonian National 

Museum for African American History 

and Culture, and be among the first to 

encounter hands-on exhibits about the 

fight against racial injustice throughout 

American history. 

It was important for the fellows to under-

stand the history of policies and practices, 

such as racial segregation and redlining, 

that resulted in West Louisville looking the 

way it does and its residents experiencing 

the struggles they experience, Ingram said.

“A person doesn’t wake up and say ‘I want 

to kill someone and go to jail’,” said 17-year-

old Jailen Leavell, one of the fellows.

“History is our playbook,” said another 

fellow, Elijah Thomas, 19. “It’s very key in 

regards to progression on all fronts. It helps 

us get down to the root of what facilitates 

our destruction.”

The imagery for the Pride, Peace, Preven-

tion campaign shows the fellows recreating 

Neely and Thomas stop 

to talk to a friend who 

was driving by.
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African American leaders who 

changed history, including Rosa 

Parks, Thurgood Marshall, Tom-

mie Smith and others. Thomas, 

for example, portrays Smith in 

one ad, while Leavell replicates 

one of Muhammad Ali’s famous 

poses in another. Imitating these 

heroes inspired the fellows. 

“It helped me gain a sense of 

self-knowledge,” Thomas said. 

Personal growth is critical to 

the YVPRC mission. “In addi-

tion to cultivating a positive racial 

identity, growing youth in the 

areas of leadership, advocacy and 

activism is another important 

role of the YVPRC,” Ingram said. 

“We hope to give them a space to 

develop what they already have 

within themselves and build 

capacity to bring lasting change 

to communities.”

Vision for change

After learning the history of his 

neighborhood and his culture, 

Thomas began to examine his 

own past. He admitted to using 

violence as retaliation after bul-

lies taunted him; it even got him 

expelled from his high school. 

“I ended up responding the only 

way I knew how, which was vio-

lence,” he said. 

Thomas, who later earned his 

GED and has attended classes at 

Jefferson Community and Tech-

nical College, said his time with 

the YVPRC has helped him think 

more critically about how he 

responds to provocation, and how 

he can affect change in himself 

and his community. 

“Change is incremental, it 

doesn’t happen overnight,” he 

said. “We are at least looking into 

what can be done and formulating 

action strategies.”

One of the action strategies 

is to have the fellows work with 

YVPRC partners, including the 

Louisville Metro Office of Safe and 

Healthy Neighborhoods and Jef-

ferson County Public Schools, to 

creatively express their own ideas 

“I am trying to reach 

out and pull others 

through the door. I want 

to open their eyes to 

understanding their 

identity and be proud  

of who they are.”

Neely
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for furthering the potential impact 

and application of the Pride, Peace, 

Prevention campaign. 

For example, Leavell began a 

Black Student Union at his high 

school, with the goal of educat-

ing his peers about African Amer-

ican history, racial issues and 

social justice. Meetings included 

discussions with African Amer-

ican community leaders such as 

Attica Scott, a Kentucky Con-

gresswoman and former Louis-

ville Metro Council Representa-

tive, and Kevin Cosby, president of 

Simmons College and senior pas-

tor of St. Stephen Church. 

Leavell, who completed his 

YVPRC fellowship this summer, is 

now a broadcast major at Tennes-

see State University. He hopes to 

launch a campus television show 

there that tackles racial and social 

justice issues. Before his expe-

rience with YVPRC he did not 

understand how historic practices and 

certain legislation could contribute to 

poverty and violence, he said. Now, he feels 

it is his responsibility to inform others. 

“Working at the YVPRC was one of 

the best experiences of my life,” Leavell 

said. “Knowing your history is a start to 

changing the future.” 

Implementing the message 

The YVPRC plans to hire a second cohort 

of youth fellows to work with research-

ers such as Aishia Brown, a postdoctoral 

associate at SPHIS with expertise in 

social justice youth development. Brown 

has assisted YVPRC leadership in devel-

oping curriculum and future training 

opportunities that focus on youth lead-

ership and youth community organizing. 

In two years, a third cohort will assess 

the effectiveness of the campaign, com-

paring the results to the community of 

East Nashville, Tennessee, which serves 

as the control site for the project under 

the leadership of Maury Nation, asso-

ciate professor at Vanderbilt Univer-

sity Peabody College of Education and 

Human Development. Ideally, the cam-

paign will have contributed to lowering 

incidents of youth violence in Louisville. 

Working with the YVPRC provides 

a sense of hope that change is possible, 

Neely and Thomas said. “If you can just 

touch one person, it sets off a domino 

effect in the community,” said Thomas.  

Still, they temper their optimism with 

reality. 

“Survival sets precedence, so it’s hard to 

receive that message [of potential change] 

when you’re focused on other things, like 

having food to eat,” Thomas said.

Neely acknowledges that the YVPRC 

faces an uphill battle in adjusting 

perceptions. 

“These ills and problems can’t be fixed 

with programs alone,” he said. “For me, 

it’s trying to navigate these systems. I’m 

going to try to do what everyone says I 

can’t do.”

Neely, who now works for the Office 

of Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods and 

plans to resume classes at UofL, will 

continue as a YVPRC youth fellow for 

another year so he can keep shifting 

West Louisville’s story and sharing with 

other young people what he has learned. 

“I am trying to reach out and pull oth-

ers through the door,” he said. “I want to 

open their eyes to understanding their 

identity and being proud of who they are.”

Restoring community 
connections

The University of Louisville is work-

ing with incarcerated youth to prepare 

them to successfully return to the com-

munity and to reduce their risk for 

re-entering the detention system. A 

counseling program offered through 

the College of Education and Human 

Development focuses on reducing 

recidivism and is part of the city’s over-

all strategy for reducing violence.

The new program, run by Eugene 

H. Foster, clinical associate professor 

in the CEHD’s Department of Coun-

seling and Human Development, is in 

partnership with Louisville Metro Gov-

ernment’s Youth Detention Services. It 

is an offshoot of the Cardinal Success 

Program that operates two free mental 

health training clinics in West Louisville. 

UofL graduate students work with 

groups of youths to develop behaviors 

that will help them successfully return 

to the community and reduce the risk 

of reoffending. In a five-month period 

in 2017, 200 young people had been 

served in 40 small group sessions.

UofL graduate students in counselor 

education and counseling psychology 

facilitate the groups. Sessions focus on 

healthy, safe relationships; mindfulness; 

coping skills; and substance abuse 

decision-making.

“Evidence informs us that those 

who build and maintain positive inter-

personal, family and community 

connections upon returning to the 

community are at reduced risk for reof-

fending and recidivism,” Foster told 

attendees when he discussed the pro-

gram at Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer’s 

strategic planning summit in August. 

The program is also a crucial part of 

UofL’s training mission.

“We are preparing the next gen-

eration of mental health providers 

to comfortably work in traditionally 

underserved urban communities,”  

Foster said.

— Janet Cappiello

One of the historical re-creation ads from the 

Pride Peace Prevention campaign.
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Nurturi

A wasp makes itself at home 

in UofL’s Native Plant Garden.
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nature
UofL ecologists protect  

urban habitats with fervor

By Judy Hughes

ing
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hen Margaret Carreiro confesses that 

she is on the stump, she isn’t making a 

biologist’s pun. The ecologist is passion-

ate about gardens and willing to take her 

enthusiasm from lecturing in a classroom to 

researching in the field to speaking to commu-

nity organizations about the benefits of nature, and how we can incor-

porate a little bit of green into our everyday lives. 

Lately the biology professor has been talking about biophilia, or 

humans’ innate push to seek connections with nature. The concept 

has spurred cities to look at becoming more livable through nature 

and to acknowledge that people grow happier and healthier with 

more exposure to nature. 

Carreiro and her colleagues are bringing biophilia to Louisvillians 

by helping to grow gardens in the middle of the city, creating urban 

homes for bees and butterflies to increase pollination and working 

with local parks organizations and greenhouses to save native plants 

in the region.

“I wanted something that was more positive and involving people,” 

she said. “We don’t have to wait around for government to do conser-

vation. We can do it ourselves.”

Carreiro’s e rts help ease her worries about the possibility of a 

world of children with what she termed nature-deficit disorder. 

“There are a lot of kids that are not going to make it to a park on a 

regular basis,” she said. But growing a little patch of garden wherev-

er they are can help.

“Kids get exposed to a little bit of nature in their world and they find 

wonder in it. I think that’s healthy.”

And that goes for “college kids” too.

Not-so-secret garden

Students and others who stroll Belknap Campus no-

tice an oasis of native plants and colorful insects 

on the west side of the Life Sciences Building. 

The Harriet Korfhage Native Plant Garden, 

named for a 1950 and 1963 UofL alumna 

and longtime Valley High School biolo-

gy teacher whose family helped fund 

the project, is intended to support the 

education and research of UofL stu-

dents as well as to educate others 

about indigenous plants. And for pol-

linators that alight, “it is a gas station 

and, I hope, a nursery,” Carreiro added.

The garden project was begun in 2015 

by Ron Fell, biology department chair, 

and Carreiro with the collaboration of Uo-

fL’s horticultural groundskeepers under the 

direction of their superintendent, Greg Schetler. 

The crew transformed the lawnlike spot into a gar-

den with paths, underground water system, fence 

and soil enriched with compost from the universi-

ty’s compost recycling site.

So far the garden supports about 70 species, 

and the department’s website lists its plants and 

information along with tips for starting small, pol-

linator gardens elsewhere. Biology colleagues 

David Schultz and Sarah Emery helped Carreiro 

decide on which plants, which were added in col-

laboration with area businesses Dropseed Native 

Plant Nursery and Plant Kingdom. 

The plantings are intended as food and havens 

for pollinators, such as bees and butterflies, that 

have been threatened by environmental change. 

To keep the populations going, the plants need to 

include hosts that provide the caterpillars’ food. For instance, that’s 

why the garden includes milkweed varieties that can serve as a place 

for monarch butterflies to lay eggs and a food source for the resulting 

caterpillars. UofL biologists hope the garden will become a way sta-

tion for the migrating monarchs.  “Kentucky is really important on the 

flyback,” Carreiro said. 

Native plants tend to o er the best nectar for native insects — the 

“gas station” function that she mentioned. And if the insects lay eggs, 

the plot becomes a nursery.

“Most people see this and see a garden. I see a conservation place,” 

Carreiro said.

Carreiro and Fell hope the on-campus garden will educate urban 

students who likely are unfamiliar with flora that is native to Ken-

tucky and with the seasonal changes they can observe happening as 

they walk by and through. 

Pollination stations

The garden also serves as a living laboratory for 

students, several of whom volunteer with fac-

ulty members to weed it. Perri Eason, direc-

tor of graduate studies for the department, 

was unable to walk through it recently 

without dropping to pull some unwel-

come foliage creeping into the path.

 In one section rise some soapy, wa-

ter-filled collection bowls on posts. 

From those, researchers gather insects 

to see what types of winged visitors fre-

quent the garden.

Similar bowls have sprouted all across 

the city as part of research projects exam-

ining insect pollinators and 

how they vary from urban to 
A butterfly in the 

Native Plant Garden.
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suburban locales. The biology teams partner with the nonprofit Lou-

isville Nature Center and area schools to select the spots. Some bowls 

are perched in private gardens and in parks.

Some research focuses on caterpillar production rates across the 

urban-suburban spread in an e rt to see whether di erent garden 

habitats help them flourish or become a “death trap” by attracting 

insects to their enemies. So those gardens get “planted” with bright 

green faux caterpillars molded out of soft, claylike Plasticine. Those 

caterpillars are glued to leaves on plants across the garden sites — 40 

in each one. 

“That’s a lot of caterpillars,” Eason said, smiling. 

Eason and her students gather the faux caterpillars back up to a 

campus lab to examine closely for markings, a beak imprint or claw 

mark, for example, to help identify the predators that may lurk in gar-

dens for the plastic bugs’ real-life counterparts. 

So far the predator rate is about the same from inner-city gardens 

to parks, from large areas to small spots, and from older gardens to 

newer spaces. 

Along with saving pollinators, part of Carreiro’s studies in-

cludes the conservation of plants native to Kentucky and the region.  

Carreiro and students have worked for years with the Louisville Ol-

msted Parks Conservancy, particularly in a Cherokee Park project to 

gauge the impact of removing invasive, exotic plants such as honey-

suckle that can su cate native plants in woodlands. She also is test-

ing an organic herbicide to see if it can work on invasive vine con-

trol but reduce the adverse e ects on soil and organisms that harsher 

chemicals sometimes leave.

Growing the message

The biologists’ interests on campus and throughout the city have at-

tracted devoted undergraduate and graduate students not just from 

their department but from other majors. Some, Carreiro said, are sur-

prised to link urban nature to human health benefits. That’s part of 

her citizen-scientist mission: to get the word out in the community 

about incorporating native nature into daily surroundings.  

“I’m happy to spread the word,” she said, “It’s a way to find common 

ground and get us to know each other.

“It isn’t just for nature — it’s for us.”

Biology professors Margaret 

Carreiro and Perri Eason examine 

plants in the Harriet Korfhage 

Native Plant Garden next to the 

Life Sciences Building. The garden, 

named for a biology alumna, serves 

as a living laboratory for students, 

a haven for beneficial insects and a 

quiet spot for visitors.

Students Lindsay Nason, 

Lauren Kappell and Olivia Rumble 

experience urban gardening amid 

the coneflowers and milkweed in a 

native plant meadow created by the 

Copper & Kings distillery in Louisville’s 

Butchertown neighborhood.

Bright green caterpillars molded 

out of soft Plasticine modeling 

compound are glued to leaves across 

the community garden sites to help 

researchers ascertain what sorts of 

predators operate there. Researchers 

gather them to examine in a biology 

lab for beak and claw marks to assess 

the potential dangers for their real-life 

insect counterparts.

ONLINE: For more information, 

visit louisville.edu/biology.

http://louisville.edu/biology
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Seven certainly seems to be a lucky number for 

UofL, as years that end in “7” pop up in signifi-

cant events throughout campus history. Here are 

seven schools, organizations and traditions that 

celebrated anniversaries in 2017. Some anniver-

saries are centuries in the making while others 

are more recent. But all demonstrate that UofL 

has a long history of academic excellence and 

Cardinal tradition that continues today. 

In 1887, the Hospital College of Med-

icine created a dental department, 

which led to the creation of the UofL 

School of Dentistry in 1918. 

This year is the 130-year milestone 

for the School of Dentistry. The school 

has an estimated 100,000 patient vis-

its each year, allowing individuals and 

families access to oral care and allow-

ing students to practice dentistry.  

In addition to hands-on training, 

the dental facility has some of the 

most advanced simulation technology 

available. With the school on the cut-

ting edge of technology, the next 130 

years are certain to produce plenty to  

smile about.

The Louisville Medical Institute was 

founded in 1837 as Louisville’s first med-

ical school. It was later purchased by 

the University of Louisville and merged 

many times over the years, resulting 

in what is now recognized as the UofL 

School of Medicine. During its existence, 

the school has hosted one of the finest 

medical libraries in the country. 

This year, the school will celebrate 

180 years of medical education in Lou-

isville. The school has now graduated 

more doctors than any other institu-

tion in the Commonwealth. UofL has 

since partnered with Norton Children’s 

Hospital, Kentucky’s only full-service, 

free-standing pediatric care facility 

dedicated exclusively to caring for 

children, and James Graham Brown 

Cancer Center, which is a global leader 

in immunotherapy in addition to having 

one of the largest clinical trial programs 

in the region. 

UOFL DENTAL  

DEPARTMENT CREATED
BY CHEYENNE HILL

LOUISVILLE MEDICAL INSTITUTE 

OPENS DOORS

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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In 1947, the University of Louisville 

proposed a contest to students with a 

grand prize of $50 for best composed 

school song. Band members James 

Powell, of J.B. Speed School, and John 

Newton, of the College of Arts and Sci-

ences, submitted their take on a school 

song. Their alma mater was selected 

and premiered at the November 1947 

homecoming and has endured longer 

than any other school song.

We thy sons and daughters now stand

To sing thy highest praise.

With deepest rev’rence in our hearts

For these our college days.

Thy honor true we all defend

‘Tis known we love thee well.

Our thought for years to come will be

Of thee our UofL.

The LGBT Center is celebrating a decade 

of pride. Much has changed since the 

center started as an office in an unused 

janitorial closet.

In 10 short years, the LGBT Center has 

made UofL a leader in LGBT issues. UofL 

was the first school in Kentucky to offer 

health insurance to LGBT couples and 

to add “gender identity” to the list in-

cluded in discrimination policies, and the 

first school in the country to endow a 

chair in LGBT studies. The university ac-

quired gender-neutral bathrooms and 

launched the Rustin Community, which is 

the region’s first LGBTQ and ally-themed 

housing floor.

While their work is not yet complete, the 

movement for the acceptance of LGBT stu-

dents has come a long way and the future 

looks promising.

UOFL PARTNERS WITH  

WEST LOUISVILLE ORGANIZATIONS

2017 marks the 10th anniversary of the 

Signature Partnership Initiative, UofL’s 

premier community engagement effort. 

The initiative started in 2007 with a goal 

to enhance the quality of life for residents 

of West Louisville through the integration 

of health, social and human services and 

economic viability of the community.

The initiative gained traction and at-

tracted the attention of higher education 

institutions across the country for its 

unmatched dedication to the commu-

nity. UofL is one of 239 schools to earn 

a community engagement classification 

from the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-

vancement of Teaching, which is awarded 

to schools that demonstrate excellence in 

community involvement.

Last year, 111 community partner-

ships occurred due to the initiative and 

thousands of faculty and students were 

involved.

Louis D. Brandeis School of Law re-

ceived its revered moniker two decades 

ago. Brandeis, a Supreme Court Jus-

tice, desired the school to be “a national 

model in legal education emphasizing 

public service.” 

Since receiving the Brandeis name, 

UofL’s law school was named one 

of the nation’s top “Best Value Law 

Schools” and has attained the high-

est bar passage rate in the state at  

86.5 percent.

Through it all, Brandeis has remained 

front and center — his grave rests under 

the front steps of the building bearing 

his name. During finals week, rocks and 

coins may be found on his grave as 

students hope it will bring them good 

fortune on their exams.

Brandeis’s ideas for the school’s 

success were “The aim must be 

high and the vision broad; the goal 

seemingly attainable but beyond im-

mediate reach.”

In two decades, the Brandeis School 

of Law surely has made good on those 

aspirations.

Once considered a weapon of war, 

maces have been repurposed to show 

the strength and prestige of a univer-

sity. In the fall of 1966, the Board of 

Trustees commissioned a scepter to be 

crafted, which would be at the center 

of all future formal proceedings. 

The gold-plated, cherry wood mace, 

which measures 43 inches long and 

weighs 20 pounds, was intended to 

symbolize the uncertainty and beauty 

of the future. Assistant Professor of 

Fine Arts John Prangell designed and 

sculpted the mace. 

On June 11, 1967, UofL began a 

time-honored tradition as registrar 

John Houchens carried the mace on  

its maiden voyage down the com-

mencement procession. The mace, 

when not in use, resides in the office 

of the provost.

UofL’s mace was displayed alongside 

other prominent university scepters  

at the Duke University Museum of Art 

in 1970. 

CEREMONIAL MACE ADDED  

TO COMMENCEMENT

SCHOOL OF LAW NAMED FOR  

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

SONGWRITING CONTEST LEADS  

TO LONGTIME ALMA MATER

LGBT CENTER OPENS
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Channeling kid-friendly art such as 

Peanuts and Dr. Seuss, Scott Soeder, 

10A, developed a playful style of 

illustration. Soeder, who graduated 

with a bachelor’s in communication 

art and design, turned his whimsical 

style into an opportunity to work for 

SPIDER Magazine, Sharks4Kids, and 

one of the world’s most beloved chil-

dren’s magazines — Highlights., as 

well as bands including 311 and Lake 

Street Dive. Soeder has been produc-

ing art for Highlights since 2015. He 

was on campus discussing his work 

with the magazine during a Septem-

ber event at the Speed Art Museum 

premiering “44 Pages,” a documen-

tary showcasing the designers of 

Highlights as they prepared for their 

70th anniversary issue.

SCOTT SOEDER

alumnus

spotlight

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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You Raised Some L

Donors from 37 states across the U.S. and Canada raised more than 

$230,000 during UofL’s third annual Day of Giving. 

Day of Giving is a 24-hour call-to-action giving campaign to garner  

donations that provide immediate impact to essential areas of need 

across campus. More than 164 alumni and friends joined the efforts as 

ambassadors this year, helping to share the “Raise Some L” message 

across social media.

The efforts resulted in a total of 1,081 donors raising a record $236,573 

in gifts and commitments to impact hundreds of campus projects.
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Fellow Alumni and Friends of the University of Louisville, 

It is an honor to serve this university as the interim 

vice president for University Advancement. I assure you, 

this will certainly be an active interim period as this fall 

semester represents a time of change and renewal at our 

beloved university.

In observing the welcomed arrival of our students, I 

am reminded of the principal tenets of our mission:  we, the 

University of Louisville community, exist to serve others by edu-

cating and training students for their lifetimes.  In so doing, we believe 

that a college education provides an environment that:  

• assists to end generational cycles of poverty, particularly in the Com-

monwealth of Kentucky, and inspires others to pursue a degree; 

• allows dreams to be realized and newly formed; 

• provides new and productive relationships, thus improving the lives 

of students and those in the community around them; and  

• creates the knowledge for new scientific, sociological and entrepre-

neurial discoveries to be made.

As university practitioners and educators, we have a profound 

responsibility to support this mission, and to do so with great care 

through the responsible stewardship of the resources of the University 

of Louisville. As the interim leader of the Office of the Vice President 

for University Advancement, I affirm our collective commitment as 

representatives and employees of this university to remain focused on 

our mission, and to remain equally focused on our obligation 

to properly steward the resources we are given in support 

of it. This is a solemn responsibility that we take very 

seriously.   

If you are reading this, it is probable that, like me, your 

life has been impacted by UofL. As such, I ask you to work 

with us to move this university forward, to believe in the 

power of higher education and of philanthropy to trans-

form the lives of others, as well as to participate in the events, 

concerts, symposiums, games and other opportunities that are offered 

throughout the academic year.  

We are 130,000 strong. We are the alumni of the University of Lou-

isville.  This is OUR university and we stand as one in support of the 

mission of the University of Louisville.  #WeAreUofL

Please let me know how we may be of service to you.   

Most sincerely and very respectfully, 

Bryan Robinson, PhD, 98A, 12GE 

Interim Vice President, University Advancement 

502-852-2199  

b.robinson@louisville.edu

from the vice president

RED BARN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

TAILGATE PARTIES: UOFL VS SYRACUSE

Nov. 18

Join the RBAA for a tailgate 

party three hours prior to kickoff 

of the UofL vs Syracuse football 

game.  

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT DINNER

Nov. 30

Empowering Ladies Together 

(ELT) presents its annual Wom-

en’s Empowerment Dinner. This 

year’s theme will be “Unapol-

ogetically Me” in celebration 

of women who emphatically 

embrace everything about them-

selves — particularly those facets 

which society rejects. 

HOLIDAY CARDS BUY LOCAL SHOPPING 

TOUR 2017 

Dec. 1

The University of Louisville and 

the Louisville Independent Busi-

ness Alliance (LIBA) will take 

shoppers on a whirlwind tour of 

local shops and restaurants on 

the annual Holiday Cards “Buy 

Local” Shopping Tour. Registra-

tion available at uoflalumni.org/

shoppingtour2017. 

COOKIES AND COCOA WITH LOUIE

Dec. 2 

Celebrate the holiday season with 

Louie and the UofL Alumni Asso-

ciation. Take a family photo with 

Louie and enjoy holiday treats, a 

hot chocolate bar, story time and 

more. Registration is required to 

reserve a time slot to have a fam-

ily photo taken with Louie.  

EURYDICE

Jan. 26-Feb. 4

The Department of Theatre Arts 

presents “Eurydice” by Sarah 

Ruhl. On the day of her wed-

ding, Eurydice falls victim to a 

tragic accident that sends her 

hurtling into a wonderland of an 

Underworld. Full of dark humor, 

lyrical beauty and wit, “Eury-

dice” transforms a traditional 

myth into a visceral, contempo-

rary meditation on love worth 

grieving for. 

PHI BETA KAPPA LECTURE 

Feb. 6

Former ambassador Matthew 

Barzun is this year’s speaker for 

the annual PBK Lecture. 

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

March 1-3

Join UofL’s Alumni Association 

for the Annual Alumni Leader-

ship Conference. Registration 

coming soon. 

Save the date

For the most up-to-date information on 

campus events, including times, location  

and cost, please visit events.louisville.edu. 

For a listing of offerings by the Alumni 

Association or alumni chapters across the 

country, please visit uoflalumni.org/events. 

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
mailto:b.robinson@louisville.edu
http://uoflalumni.org/SHOPPINGOUR2017
http://events.louisville.edu
http://uofLalumni.org/events
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1950s

John S. Sutton, Jr., 53A, 65GA, at-

tended his 78th consecutive Kentucky 

Derby in 2017 as a special guest of 

Churchill Downs. He was interviewed 

by NBC Sports Network in 2014 and by 

WAVE-TV in May 2015. He attended 

his first Derby in 1940 at age eight with 

his father.

1960s

Olson Huff, 62MD, received an hon-

orary Doctor of Science from the Uni-

versity of North Carolina for his work 

in expanding heath care for children 

by establishing the Olson Huff Center 

for Child Development and initiating 

efforts that led to the development of 

Mission Children’s Hospital. // John 

M. Meador, Jr. 68A, was appointed 

inaugural dean of Libraries and pro-

fessor at the University of Alabama at 

Birmingham.

1970s

Eric J. Dierks, 70A, 74DMD, 70MD, 

a Fellow of the American College of 

Surgeons and the American College of 

Dentists, received honorary fellowship 

in the Royal College of Surgeons of 

Edinburgh, Scotland, where he deliv-

ered the oration to graduating fellows. 

// George Marriner Maull, 70MU, 

72GMU, received a 2017 Bronze Telly 

Award for his eight-part public televi-

sion series “Fall in Love with Music.”  

// Judith H. Dressel, 72A, retired 

after a career at the Detroit Institute of 

Arts, Walters Art Museum (Maryland), 

and as director of the Lyman Allyn 

Art Museum (Connecticut). // Donna 

M. George, 73A, 76GE, received a 

2017 Tower Award for Education from 

Presentation Academy.  // Drew Peake, 

78S, 83GS, and Greg Haitz, presented 

a paper at the National Academy of 

Forensic Engineers conference. //

Degree Index

A Arts & Sciences, undergrad. / AC Associate alum 

/ AD Adopted alum / AH Allied health, undergrad. 

/ B Business, undergrad. / DH Dental hygiene, 

undergrad. / DMD Doctor of Dental Medicine / DR 

Dental residency / E Education, undergrad. / GA 

Arts & Sciences, grad. / GAH Allied health, grad. / GB 

Business, grad. / GD Dentistry, grad. / GE Education, 

grad. / GI Interdisciplinary studies, grad. / GJA Jus-

tice administration, grad. / GK Kent School of Social 

Work, grad. / GM Medicine, grad. / GMU Music, grad. 

/ GN Nursing, grad. / GP Public Health, grad. / GS 

Engineering (Speed School), grad. / GU Urban & 

public affairs, grad. / H Honorary / JA Justice admin-

istration, undergrad. / K Kent School of Social Work, 

undergrad. / L Law / LA Louisville School of Art / LGH 

Lou. Gen. Hospital Nursing School / MC Municipal 

College / MD Doctor of Medicine / MR Medical resi-

dency / MU Music, undergrad. / N Nursing, under-

grad. / P Public Health, undergrad. / S Engineering 

(Speed School), undergrad. / SC Kentucky Southern 

College / SP Southern Police Institute / U Urban & 

public affairs, undergrad.

G
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Robert E. Arnold, 57GM

While sitting in the waiting room of a den-

tist office, Robert E. Arnold picked up a 

copy of Navy Magazine that would argu-

ably change his life. 

The 1993 edition included pictures of 

what is believed to be the spine of John 

Wilkes Booth. Upon further examination, 

Arnold, a doctor and Navy man him-

self, concluded that the wounds were not 

inflicted in the way that traditionally has 

been portrayed. Thus began Arnold’s jour-

ney to unearth the truth behind the mystery 

of Lincoln’s assassin.

Arnold, now 85, dedicated the next 20 

years to uncovering the truth behind Booth’s 

death. He studied eyewitness accounts, 

documents that have proven difficult to 

access for years. His decades of investiga-

tion resulted in his book, “The Conspiracy 

Between the Union Army and John Wilkes 

Booth to Assassinate Abraham Lincoln.” 

The book was published in 2015 and is now 

available on Amazon and Kindle.

While Arnold sometimes faces resistance 

for his non-traditional view, he stands by 

the evidence. “The stories could not have 

happened the way they told it,” he said. 

Arnold finished his undergraduate 

studies in 1953 at the University of Ken-

tucky, before completing his graduate 

degree from UofL’s School of Medicine in 

1957. A retired veteran, Arnold served in a 

myriad of medical roles during his career, 

including as a county coroner and surgeon.

WHAT’S NEW? Share career updates, relocations, awards, achievements and any other life news about the 

individuals who make UofL a dynamic and diverse academic community. Send your notes to alumni@louisville.edu. 

CLASS NOTES

mailto:alumni@louisville.edu
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from Presentation Academy. // Steve 

Gold, 95A, was elected president of the 

Kentucky County Attorney’s Associa-

tion for 2017-2019 after serving as the 

elected county attorney for Henderson 

County, Kentucky for the last nine years. 

// Bruce S. Thompson, 96A, 03GM, 

05GM, joined Fred Hutchinson Cancer 

Research Center as the sr. scientific 

director of the Therapeutic Products 

Program. His team provides key work 

to bringing cutting-edge medicines and 

therapies to bedsides to treat cancer, 

HIV/AIDS, and other life-threatening 

diseases. // Rick Hamilton, 97GE, 

accepted a position as dean of students 

at Grove Christian School in Richmond, 

Virginia. // Martin Little, 97L, joined 

the firm Howard and Howard Attorneys 

PLLC concentrating his practice in 

commercial litigation, construction 

and personal injury. // Greg Phlegar, 

97GE, was chosen to lead Clemson 

University’s Office of Community and 

Ethical Standards. // Matthew P. 

Cook, 98L, joined the law firm Kerrick 

Bachert, P.S.C. in Bowling Green as 

a partner. In addition, Cook was the 

program chair for the 2017 Kentucky 

Bar Association's Annual Convention.  

// Charlotte Ipsan, 98GN, received 

a 2017 Tower Award for Science and 

Healthcare from Presentation Academy. 

// Donnie R. Stacy, 99MD, was named 

medical liaison of Alliance for Innova-

tion Medicine (AIM). 

Brent A. Neiser, 79GB, was appointed 

by the Consumer Financial Protection 

Bureau as one of six consumer experts 

from outside the federal government to 

its Consumer Advisory Board.

1980s
Ivan L. Goldsmith, 81A, 86MD, works 

at Trimcare Weight Loss based in Las 

Vegas, voted best weight loss center in 

Las Vegas 2016. The center has treated 

more than 10,000 people with their med-

ically supervised program. // Lea Goff, 

82A, was named among the nation’s 

top 250 Women in Litigation for the 

fifth consecutive year. // Douglass T. 

Collins, 84B, was elected as librarian 

General for the National Society Sons of 

the American Revolution at the Annual 

Congress held this year in Knoxville, 

Tennessee. // Kathy Williams, 84A, 

was hired as director of communi-

cations for the Ursuline Sisters of 

Louisville.  // V. Edward Gold, Jr., 

85S, 86GS, was sworn into his second 

term as Belle Isle city commissioner for 

District 1 in Orlando, Florida. // Mark 

L. McAllister, 89S, was promoted to 

application engineering manager at 

Carrier Vibrating Equipment, Inc.  

1990s
Sheila Seadler, 91L, received a 2017 

Tower Award for Government and Law 

IP
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Errol L. Wint, 08A, 

was promoted to Senior 

Associate Director with the 

Office of Undergraduate 

Admissions at UofL. 

Augustine Choi, 84MD
As written in a Weill Cornell Medicine article by Beth Saulner entitled “Citizen of the World,” Choi 

is the nexus of a three-generation medical family. His father served as South Korea’s surgeon gen-

eral and was a prominent cardiothoracic surgeon; his wife, Mary Choi, is a professor of medicine 

in the Division of Nephrology and Hypertension at Weill Cornell Medicine; son Justin Choi will join 

the WCM faculty after finishing his residency at Yale; and younger brother Alex is a medical stu-

dent at University of Michigan.

Choi came to the U.S. with his parents and 

three siblings when he was 12, settling in Ken-

tucky. After completing his medical degrees 

and residency, Choi served as a professor of 

medicine at Harvard Medical School, chief of 

pulmonary and critical care medicine at Brigham 

and Women’s Hospital, and was recruited by 

Weill Cornell Medicine to chair what is now the 

Joan and Sanford I. Weill Department of Medi-

cine. In June 2016, Choi began serving as interim 

dean of Weill Cornell Medicine and was officially 

appointed to dean this past January. Members 

of his laboratory team are currently investigat-

ing the science of lung disease.
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Kelsie Smithson is a woman on the 

move, working as a project manager for 

several clients while giving back to both 

her community and her alma mater. 

Lately she is channeling her energy into 

developing community partnerships, 

using data to catalyze civic action and 

empowering young girls to harness their 

talents into leadership. 

As a social worker for clients includ-

ing Human Momentum, the Greater 

Louisville Project and Louisville Girls 

Leadership, Smithson feels she is truly 

able to make a difference in the lives of 

everyday people — an aspiration she 

adopted during her time at the Kent 

School of Social Work. 

“My time at UofL fueled a career full 

of purpose and impact, and I know I’m 

not the only one,” Smithson said. “I give 

back to UofL to ensure that other stu-

dents will be able to have access to the 

same resources that I did.” 

In addition to financial support, Smith-

son stays connected with UofL through 

her volunteer work with the Kent School 

of Social Work Alumni Council.

KELSIE SMITHSON, 12K

donor

spotlight
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Amanda Haas, 11A 

Amanda Haas is living out her childhood fantasy by parading around 

as some of her favorite TV and movie characters as a professional 

cosplayer. 

During her time as an undergraduate, Haas discovered a love of sew-

ing, which eventually led to her passion for costuming. She has been 

racking up wins around the country in 2017 including first place in the 

Professional category and Best In Show at GenCon in Indianapolis, Indi-

ana, and second place at Star Wars Celebration in Orlando, Florida. 

Although she works part-time as a social media manager for Haas 

Cabinets and wig maker for Custom Wig Company, Haas can be any-

thing, or anyone, she wants every weekend.

2000s

Sarah Miller, 02A, was awarded the 

Distinguished Part-Time Faculty Award 

at UofL this past spring. She has been 

teaching as an adjunct at UofL since 

2008. // Patrick Nevins, 02A, was 

promoted to associate professor of En-

glish at Ivy Tech Community College —  

Columbus. // Lindsay Wehr, 03A, 

09GA, was promoted to executive 

director of stewardship and operations 

for UofL’s Advancement Office. // Justin 

S. Gilfert, 04GA, 04L, was appointed 

by Governor Matt Bevin to serve on the 

Kentucky Board of Psychology through 

2021. // Jerome S. Bowles, 05GE, 

was presented the Community Leader-

ship Award from the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation's Louisville Division. He 

is the founder of the Bowles Center for 

Diversity Outreach, Inc. and president of 

the Northern Kentucky NAACP. // Erin 

Wagoner, 05S, 06GS, with Louisville 

MSD, received the National Young En-

gineer of the Year Award by the National 

Society of Professional Engineers. 

2010s

Cortney Evans, 11A, recently opened, 

and is the co-owner of, Prime Beauty 

Studio located in Louisville. // William 

Todd Pruden, 11A, graduated from 

the Public Affairs Qualification Course 

at Fort George G. Meade, making this 

his third Department of Defense public 

affairs course since enlisting in the 

Army in 1999 as a journalist. // Laura 

Nunnelley, 12B, was promoted to the 

assistant director of communications in 

the Alumni Relations and Annual Giv-

ing office at UofL. She is VP of her MBA 

class and was named one of Insider Lou-

isville’s “Top Marketing & Advertising 

Influencers in Louisville.” // Gillian L. 

Seals, 13E, was named dean of students 

for the middle school at Lansing Charger 

Academy in Lansing, Michigan. // Sean 

A. Southard, 15A, 15A, was named 

the communications director for the 

Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 

// April Hahnert, 17B, was named an 

FEI Scholar by the Louisville chapter of 

Financial Executives International. 
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ONLINE: For more details 

on her work, check out 

jedimanda.com.
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F
rom the classroom to the White 

House, the University of Louis-

ville’s McConnell Scholars alumni 

are making an impact on thousands of 

American lives every day. 

McConnell Scholar alumnus Scott 

Jennings, 00A, is a “political junkie,” 

who worked on multiple presidential 

campaigns, including being appointed 

special assistant to President George 

W. Bush in 2005. He also founded a 

public relations firm in Kentucky and 

recently signed on with CNN as a political 

commentator. Coming from the small town 

of Dawson Springs, Kentucky, he credits the 

McConnell Center with providing experi-

ences critical to his success.

“I think the mission of the McConnell Cen-

ter — to train Kentucky’s next generation of 

leaders — has become a personal mission 

for me professionally,” Jennings said. “If we 

can all be responsible for helping people who 

come after us learn and grow, we can make 

Kentucky a better place.”

Growing up in Atlanta, Georgia, McCo-

nnell Center alumna Diana Lalata, 17A, 

knows first-hand the plight that inner-city 

schools face. Her passion to improve pub-

lic education led her to join the Breakthrough 

Collaborative, a nationwide program tar-

geting underserved students in low-income 

areas. After spending the last two summers 

in inner-city Cincinnati, Lalata is now 

working with a similar organization in 

Louisville, providing after-school edu-

cational opportunities. 

“The [McConnell] Center is really 

great about helping you find your own 

story by exposing you to other com-

munities,” Lalata said. “The staff and 

fellow scholars help you challenge 

your thoughts, push yourself further, 

and make you realize that you have a 

responsibility to help your community 

wherever you go.”

“Since the beginning, we’ve focused on our 

mission of finding, recruiting and nurturing 

outstanding young leaders for Kentucky, and 

our success is not surprising,” center director 

Gary Gregg said. “When you bring great tal-

ent together in an environment that pushes 

them intellectually while mentoring them 

professionally, you are going to end up with 

young leaders who can make a difference.”

Scott Jennings, 00A, on CNN.

McConnell Scholars’ impact felt coast to coast

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
http://gocards.com/seasontickets
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P
hilanthropy just got easier follow-

ing the University of Louisville’s 

launch of a new crowdfunding 

campaign.

Featuring noteworthy initiatives 

from across campus, Elevate provides 

the opportunity for the community 

to engage with and give to projects 

meaningful to them. It also provides 

an outlet for students, faculty and 

staff to share their stories and help 

impact their respective areas.

“Project pages help share the story 

of innovative and critical causes 

across campus,” said Will Holley, 

senior director of philanthropy. “Each 

gift will be put to work immediately.”   

Each donation goes directly to the 

project chosen. Gifts made through 

Elevate are tax deductible to the 

extent permitted by law.

“Elevate helps take the passions 

of our campus and bring them to life 

through our community’s generosity 

and support,” said Holley. “Whether 

Elevating engagement

UofL launches crowdfunding platform

you are interested in utilizing Elevate 

to launch your project or find a project 

that inspires you to give, this platform 

and our office are here to help.”

Initial projects

Seven projects launched for four 

weeks so far, with needs ranging 

from ROTC equipment and service 

Clients from the Kent 

School Survivors of 

Torture Recovery Center, 

an initiative supported 

by Elevate.

ONLINE: More 

information about 

Elevate and its 

projects is available at 

elevate.louisville.edu. 

learning trips to holistic autism 

treatment and Parkinson’s disease 

research.

Donations also have helped more 

recent projects such as the School of 

Medicine students providing crit-

ical medical services in Tanzania, 

Ecuador and Nicaragua; purchas-

ing books for the Reach Out and Read 

providers at UofL Pediatric Clinic; 

allowing young musicians to attend 

the Community Music Program; and 

supporting the Kent School Survivors 

of Torture Recovery Center, the only 

of its kind in Kentucky. 

Adam House, 08S 

As a child, Adam House spent summers enjoying the thrills of Kings Island, 

though avoiding roller coasters. He was eventually convinced to ride the 

Vortex coaster and has been dedicated to roller coasters ever since.

With this goal in mind, he reached out to the moguls of the roller coaster 

industry, and they led him to the J.B. Speed School of Engineering’s mechan-

ical engineering program. House received his undergraduate degree in 

December 2008. 

During the internship process, House met Jeff Pike, 98S, formerly vice 

president of sales and design at Great Coasters International. Pike acted 

as a mentor to the young engineer as House navigated the roller coaster 

design industry.

House joined Great Coasters International in January 2009 and worked his 

way from intern to senior engineer. There his lifelong roller coaster ride came 

full circle, as he was part of the team that designed Mystic Timbers at King 

Island, which opened in April 2017. 

His love of roller coasters is rivaled only by his love of the Kentucky bour-

bon scene, as House spent his first internship at Buffalo Trace Distillery. He 

says the bourbon and roller coaster industries are comparable because 

both jobs are always changing and both bring smiles to 

people’s faces.

House often runs into students at amusement parks and 

makes it a point to remind them that no dream is unattain-

able, no matter how unconventional. “Follow your dreams,” 

he said. “You are gonna be the only person that stops you 

from doing something.”

http://elevate.louisville.edu
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1. Aubrey Glenn Newcom, 54B, celebrated his 

90th birthday on May 4, 2017 with a Cardinal 

cake. He practiced public accounting as a 

CPA in the St. Matthews and Hurstbourne 

areas for more than 40 years. He has been 

active since retiring in 1993, even riding a 

recumbent bike 15-20 miles a week at the 

Parklands or around Bowman Field.

2. Sarah Carter, 03A, married Peter 

Anderson, on June 29, 2017 in the Maldives.

3. Lindsay Wehr, 03A, 09GA, married John 

Crable, 16E, on May 25, 2017 in St. Lucia.

4. Randi (Hill) Revill, 10GE, and husband, 

Victor Revill, 10L, welcomed their first child, 

daughter Charli Rose, on March 21, 2017.

5. Alexandra (Stackhouse) Duncan, 12A, and 

husband, Jeremy Duncan, welcomed their 

second child, Ethan, on March 6, 2017.

6. David Deyer, Jr., 14B, 14B, became 

engaged to Kayla Cromeenes, 15B, on May 

12, 2017.

7. Karen Fussenegger, 17A, graduated 

in May and celebrated with her Cardinal 

Legacy Family. From left to right: Amy 

Fussenegger, 11B; Cathy Fussenegger, 83A; 

Karen Fussenegger, 17A; Paul Fussenegger, 

78B, and Paul Fussenegger II, 13A.

2

3 4

5

6 7

Celebrating the Card Family

1
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I
f swimming is an analogy for life, 

Alice Wright Belknap, 75A, 79GE, 

dives right in. Literally.

At the age of 66, she swims several 

times a week, sometimes racing mem-

bers of UofL's world-renowned swim 

team, generally winning (with a huge 

head start at her request).

The daughter of Violet and Ralph 

Wright, swimming is in Alice’s blood. 

Her dad formed and coached the first 

Cardinal aquatic team in 1948-49. A 

World War II veteran, Ralph flour-

ished as an officer and swimming rep 

for the Marine Corp stationed in Hono-

lulu after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 

teaching soldiers how to survive in the 

water. He broke the World and Olympic 

record for the 200-meter breaststroke 

in 1946. He met and married his wife, 

Violet, in 1944. He died at the age of 45 

in 1966, just before one of his swim-

mers won an Olympic medal. Ralph was 

inducted into the UofL Athletic Hall of 

Fame in 2003, and the Ralph Wright 

Natatorium officially opened in 2005. 

ACCOLADE 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

1966 

Courier Journal’s 

Woman Athlete of 

the Year

1967 

National Champion 

Jr Olympics and 

USA vs. Canada 

Duel Meet 

breaststroke gold 

medalist 

1969 

U.S. National Silver 

Medalist four times 

1970 

USA team member 

World University 

Games in Turino, 

Italy

1992 

Set a world record 

in 50 Meter 

Breaststroke; two 

gold medals in 

a World Masters 

Championship 

Collectively held 

15 national titles in 

Masters swimming

DIVING 

IN HEAD 

FIRST

“My father encouraged swimmers 

to be their best in and out of the water; 

his spirit lives on in the natatorium,” 

said Alice, a two-time UofL graduate 

instrumental in funding the natato-

rium. “It is a tremendous thrill to see 

so many ages and backgrounds using 

the pool. We have Olympians, Special 

Olympians, professors, staff, students, 

and children taking lessons — happy 

healthy people in the water. ‘Build it 

and they will come’ is my motto.”

A champion swimmer herself, 

Alice was a world- and national-re-

cord holder as a Masters swimmer, 

and serves as a mentor for the UofL 

swimming and diving teams, who cur-

rently hold four world relay records 

and 10 American records. “We have 

an atmosphere of growing swim-

mers and divers at UofL. The recent 

World Swimming Championships in 

Budapest is a testament to our high 

standards of performance under 

Coach Albiero and his awesome assis-

tants,” she said.

 With a B.A. in Art History 

- Humanities and M.A. in Educa-

tion, Alice gravitated towards jobs 

in human service, focusing on per-

sons with developmental disabilities. 

She also taught English as a Second 

Language (ESL) for 15 years through 

Catholic Charities English School 

for Refugees, two years of ESL for 

Jefferson County Public Schools, sub-

stituted in a regular classroom for 

three years and spent five years as a 

caregiver in a group home. Currently 

retired, Alice works weekly at the 

Home of the Innocents in the therapy 

pool. A devout Catholic, she also is a 

board member of Interfaith Paths to 

Peace, council on Developmental Dis-

abilities member, Cherokee Round 

Table writing group, and supporter 

of Berea College (in memory of her 

late father-in-law). She has two sons, 

Ian (Clair), Benjamin (Luciana), and 

granddaughter Mikaela. 

“I give the glory to God,” she said.

Alice Wright Belknap, 75A, 79GE, at the Wright Natatorium.
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December 13-January 4
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4 University of Louisville departments and employees are eligible for a 

15% discount on room rentals. Some restrictions may apply.
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We make  
events easy.
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call 502.852.0360 to learn more.
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Ronald Corum, 71A, 73GA, 75GA, 

published “David Maurer: Argot 

Hunter” released as a limited manuscript 

edition with David Maurer serving as a 

posthumous author. Maurer was on staff 

with the UofL Department of English 

for 37 years, taught 23 different courses, 

and was world renowned for his study of 

underground criminal slang and behavior.

Reggie Van Stockum, Jr., 75GA, 79L, 

79GA, published “The Wondrous Journey 

of Food” in the “Journal of Animal and 

Environmental Law.” 

Daniel Flynn, 77A, published 

near-death experience research in “The 

Journey Through the Pearly Gates” 

which discusses nine important insights 

gained into the transition we call “death.” 

E. Scott Fruehwald, 77MU, 89L, 

published the book, “Overcoming 

Cognitive Biases: Thinking More Clearly 

and Avoiding Manipulation by Others.”

Carol Bruner Dewitt, 82A, published 

“Carved In Stone” concerning the Ten 

Commandments. She was included in 

“Marquis Who’s Who in America” and 

chaired faith based grant reviews in 

Washington, D.C.

Cathy Fyock, 85GB, published “Blog-

2Book: Repurposing Content to Discover 

the Book You’ve Already Written,” about 

how to create a nonfiction book based on 

blog posts.

Marjorie L. Maddox Hafer, 85GA, 

published the stories “What She Was 

Saying” and poems “Wives’ Tales.”

This listing represents a selection of the 

books published by Louisville alumni in recent 

months. Submissions may be held for future 

magazine issues due to space limitations. 

Are you a published author in any format? Let 

us know the latest and where readers can find 

you at alumni@louisville.edu.

Rita Ann Flemming, 85MD, sold out of 

her first edition of “Does Grandma have 

a Mustache?,” a book of poems for wise 

and witty grandparents to share with 

grandchildren. She wrote most of this 

book while waiting for the 7,000-plus 

babies she has delivered.

Vanessa K.  

Williams-Harvey, 

86A, published her 

first book, “I Remem-

ber,” about a fami-

ly in crisis and how 

emotional stressors 

impact relationships. 

David M. Kopp, 87B, published 

“Famous and (Infamous) Workplace and 

Community Training: A Social History 

of Training and Development” which 

explores a seldom discussed aspect of 

human resource training.   

Brenda L. Alexander, 98A, published 

three books of poetry in the last year: 

“Bric-a-Brac by Brenda: Volume 1”, 

“T.R.U.M.P. or Trump Really Undermines 

My Patience,” and “Bric-a-Brac for Your 

Spirit.”

Carol Bonura, 98A, published “Our 

God Is a Big God,” a collection of personal 

stories of those touched by the greatness 

of God. 

R. Mark Hall, 01GA, published “Around 

the Texts of Writing Center Work: 

An Inquiry-Based Approach to Tutor 

Education,” which reveals the conceptual 

frameworks found in ordinary writing 

center documents.

Frank Scalise, 09SP, 12GA (writing 

as Frank Zafiro), coauthored “The 

Last Collar,” with Lawrence Kelter, a 

police procedural mystery novel whose 

protagonists strive to push forward the 

hands of time and solve the murder.

Randi (Hill) Revill, 10GE, explores a 

subject that will spark conversations 

about race, class, and gender in her book 

“Into White.” 

Ben Stickle, 10GA, 15GA, published 

“Metal Scrappers and Thieves” which 

explores the little-known world of metal 

thieves and scrappers, drawing on candid 

interviews, observations of criminals at 

work and participation in the scrapping 

subculture.

Faculty 

UofL Emeritus Professor Jerry Evans 

of the UofL Department of Industrial 

Engineering wrote a textbook “Multiple 

Criteria Decision Analysis for Indus-

trial Engineering: Methodology and 

Applications.”

BOOKSHELF

mailto:alumni@louisville.edu


62 UOFLMAGAZINE.COM

WELCOME HOME

Alumni, family, friends and fans cele-

brated a spirited Homecoming Week 

Oct. 7-14. Through events on cam-

pus and across the nation, participants 

showed their love for UofL and the uni-

ty of the Cardinal family. 

Highlights of the week included 

nearly 100 volunteers joining in Day 

of Service, hosting a successful golf 

scramble, generating 175,000 positive 

UofL impressions during #RaiseSomeL, 

honoring 16 incredible Wilson Wyatt 

Alumni Award recipients, celebrating 

the Class of 1967 Golden Reunion and 

growing the campus parade tradition.

Nearly 20 teams and 30 

sponsors were welcomed 

at the UofL Golf Club for 

the annual Homecoming 

Golf Scramble.

Bruce M. Henderson, 73S, 

73GS, was honored as the 

2017 UofL Alumnus of the 

Year at The Wilson Wyatt 

Alumni Awards. 

Over 200 areas 

of campus were 

directly supported 

during #RaiseSomeL 

through more than 

1,000 donors. 

Pictured is a diversity 

panel interviewed for 

the UofL Today radio 

show. 

At the 2017 Golden Alumni 

50th Reunion, 37 alumni 

from the Class of 1967 were 

inducted into the Golden 

Alumni Society.

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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The 2017 Homecoming 

Queen Elshadai Smith-

Mensah and King 

Brevin Woodford were 

honored at halftime 

during the Homecoming 

football game.

The UofL Alumni 

Association and 

Office of Community 

Engagement co-hosted 

this year’s national Days 

of Service activating 

nearly 100 volunteers.

Olympic Gold Medalist and 

alumna, Kelsi Worrell, 16E, was 

the grand marshal in the 2017 

Homecoming Parade.
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F
rom addressing the needs of drug-addicted pregnant women to 

bringing health education and care to a remote Mennonite commu-

nity, six outstanding nurses made their marks across the state.

For their efforts in providing patient care, impacting the profes-

sion of nursing and improving the health of Kentuckians, the six were 

chosen to receive the 4th annual University of Louisville School of 

Nursing Florence Nightingale Awards in Nursing. 

Kristin Ashford, 00GN, and 

Gwen Moreland

Ashford, associate dean of 

undergraduate faculty and inter-

professional education affairs at 

the University of Kentucky Col-

lege of Nursing, and Moreland, 

assistant chief nurse executive 

at Kentucky Children’s Hospital, 

developed PATHways (Perinatal 

Assistance and Treatment Home) 

to address the needs of opioid-ad-

dicted pregnant women. 

Mary Beth Hurley 

A nurse at Hager Preschool in 

Owensboro, Hurley mentors 

young mothers, accompanies 

children to dental surgeries and 

checks on students during week-

ends and school breaks. The 

Mary Beth Hurley Medical Trust 

Fund was established to provide 

funding for Hager Preschool stu-

dents’ medical, dental and vision 

services. 

Susan Jones 

Jones is a champion for health 

care for rural populations and 

underserved areas. In her role 

at Western Kentucky Universi-

ty’s Institute for Rural Health, 

Jones coordinates a monthly visit 

with interdisciplinary students 

and faculty to present culturally 

sensitive health education and 

provide clinical services to the 

Old Order Mennonite commu-

nity in south central Kentucky. 

Linda Weston Kramer 

Tuttle, 82N

At Norton Brownsboro Hospi-

tal, Tuttle works in the trenches 

as a critical care nurse and pro-

vides education and mentorship 

to nurses new to critical care. 

She was instrumental in devel-

oping “The Partners in Critical 

Care Education,” a program 

that brings together a network 

of nurse educators from several 

hospitals and allows them to pool 

resources. 

Carol Wright

Wright dedicated her career 

to improving care for trauma 

patients, especially children 

who have suffered abuse. Wright, 

trauma program manager and 

pediatric trauma coordinator at 

UK HealthCare, helped develop 

a comprehensive evaluation pro-

cess for non-accidental trauma in 

pediatric patients, transforming 

the way these cases are identified 

and managed. 

REMARKABLE NURSES HONORED IN NIGHTINGALE’S FOOTSTEPS

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
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VALENTINE'S DAY CARIBBEAN CRUISE

Feb. 11-18, 2018

Escape the winter cold and cele-

brate Valentine's Day on Celebrity 

Cruise's incomparable Silhouette, 

roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale. 

Visit the ports of San Juan, St. 

Thomas and St. Maarten and 

enjoy three glorious days at 

sea. Cost: from $699 per per-

son* (Promoted by Ntaba World 

Travel)

THE BEST OF JAPAN CRUISE

April 15-26, 2018

Circumnavigate Japan on this 

11-night cruise which includes the 

ports of Kobe, Nagasaki, Amori 

and Tokyo, as well as Busan, 

South Korea. Explore this fas-

cinating part of the world on 

Celebrity's Millennium.  

Cost: From $1,399 per person* 

SOLD OUT — Waitlist only

THE U.S. NATIONAL PARKS TOUR  

June 17-28, 2018

Visit Sedona, Grand Canyon, Lake 

Powell, Zion National Park, Bryce 

National Park, Salt Lake City, 

Jackson Hole, Grand Tetons, Yel-

lowstone National Park, Bozeman, 

Butte and end in Glacier National 

Park on this 12-day motorcoach 

tour. Cost: $3,899 per person* 

SOLD OUT — Waitlist only

SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA CRUISE

July 25-Aug. 6, 2018

Visit the ports of Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands; Berlin, Germany; 

Tallinn, Estonia; St. Petersburg, 

Russia; Helsinki, Finland; Stock-

holm, Sweden; and Copenhagen, 

Denmark aboard the luxurious 

Celebrity Eclipse. Cost: From 

$1,674 per person* (Promoted by 

Ntaba World Travel)

SOUTH AFRICA SAFARI  

AND VICTORIA FALLS

Oct. 21-Nov. 1, 2018 

This tour is being offered for a 

third time due to its extreme 

popularity. This magnificent 

tour includes Johannesburg, 

Cape Town (heralded as one 

of the “most beautiful cities in 

the world”) and the luxurious 

Kapama Private Game Reserve 

(near Kruger National Park). 

Kapama is an isolated, upscale 

lodge with an extensive spa. Two 

Safari Game Drives are included 

each day as well as meals. After 

the tour, an optional two-night 

tour to Victoria Falls is also 

offered for those wishing to 

extend their South African expe-

rience. Victoria Falls has been 

hailed as one of the “Top 10 Nat-

ural Wonders of the World” and 

is a “must-see” experience. Cost: 

$3,995 per person* (Promoted 

by Ntaba African Safaris.)

THE BEST OF CUBA CRUISE

Jan. 13-20, 2019

Visit the Cuban ports of Havana, 

Cienfuegos and Santiago, 

roundtrip from Miami on Oce-

ania's luxurious and upscale 

Sirena. Cost: From $881 per per-

son* SOLD OUT — Waitlist Only

1 2

4 5

3

University of Louisville 2018 & 2019 Travel Programs

Travel Scrapbook

ONLINE: To download brochures 

on these travel programs go to: 

uoflalumni.org/travel.

*All rates are per person, double occupancy. Port fees, shore tours and taxes (for cruises), 

airfare, transfers, some gratuities and items of personal nature are extra. Some prices 

subject to increase without notice. 

For additional information on the above travel programs, please contact the Platinum 

Travel Group Dept. at (502) 425-2400 or (800) 928-8888, or email groups@platinumtvl.

com. For the Valentine's Day and Scandinavia cruises and the South Africa safari, please 

contact Ntaba World Travel at (502) 848-0620 or email travel@ntabaworld.com.

TRAVEL

1. A group of 88 UofL passengers 

journeyed to the countries of 

Singapore, India, Thailand, Oman and 

the United Arab Emirates.

2. Elaine Whelan, SC, 66E, 71GE, 

enjoys a “Singapore Eye” ride with 

George Thacker, 63A, 66L; Glenda 

Thacker, 65A; Wayne Mortenson, 

79DMD; Sue Mortenson; Greg Gleis, 

74A, 78MD, 83MR; Linda Gleis, 78MD, 

80MR; Doug McCall, 67DMD; and 

Julia McCall, 64A.

3. Wayne Mortenson, 79DMD; Sue 

Mortenson; Greg Gleis, 74A, 78MD, 

83MR; and Linda Gleis, 78MD, 80MR, 

enjoy the magnificence of the Taj 

Mahal.

4. George Thacker, 63A, 66L, mixes 

some Asian Cardinal culture with 

some local Cardinal Spirit.

5. The UofL travelers, including Ted 

Hodge and Jan Yusk, 72MR, enjoyed 

one of the many group parties during 

a three-week Asian adventure. 

http://uofLalumni.org/travel
mailto:travel@ntabaworld.com
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1. Sharon Smith 70A, and granddaughter, 

Kayleigh, show their Cardinal spirit at Stone-

henge as they tour the United Kingdom.  

2. Jerry Steimel, 72A, proudly representing 

UofL wherever he goes on his cross-country 

“Peace Out Road Trip.” 

3. Candi Erick, 74A, and son, Jonathan, 

traveling Orlando Alumni Chapter members, at 

Prague Castle in the Czech Republic.  

4. Susan Boemker Caschera, 83AC, in 

Honduras with niece Rachael Johnson, 13A, 

on a mission trip throwing her "L" up with local 

children. 

5. Nancy T. Spaulding, 84AC, going for a 

morning run on Galveston Beach while in Texas. 

6. Michelle (Horn) Goff, 85A, while on 

vacation in Antigua. 

7. Dante Marshall Sr., 85A, and his wife, 

Lori, in front of the RIU Hotel in the Dominican 

Republic. 

8. Angela P. Decker, 88S, 89GS, on Menden-

hall Glacier in Alaska with her mother, Pam 

Panter. 

9. Larry Sinclair, 88B, at Redrock Falls in 

Glacier National Park, Montana in July. 

10. Melinda R. VanArsdale, 88B, business 

manager for UofL Bass-Rudd Tennis Center, 

throwing her “L” up in the Bahamas with Lonzo 

Scott. 

11. Bob Nash, 89A, and wife, Deana, showing 

their Cardinal spirit in Aruba. 

12. Wilson Chan, 90S, pictured during an 

Alaskan Cruise vacation in front of the Tracy 

Arm Glacier in Alaska. 

13. Kelly Terwilliger, 90L, and wife, Pam, 

watching UofL play in the Super Regional 

baseball games last year from the pool in Cabo 

San Lucas, Mexico. 

1
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14. Ines Prada, 93A, pictured in Durnstein, 

Austria, overlooking the Wachau Valley along 

the Danube River while on the June 2017 Alumni 

Danube River Cruise. 

15. Dre’ Stubbins, 95B, and wife, Erin, 

throwing the “L” up in St. Peter’s Square in 

Rome, Italy. 

16. Benjamin Brown, 99A, takes his Cardinal 

pride with him in June on Mount Saint Helens’ 

summit. 

17. Jeff Wafford, 03A, and his wife, Carrie, 

show their Cardinal spirit at the Field of Dreams 

baseball field and movie site in Dyersville, Iowa. 

18. Heather E. Falmen, 09GA, traveled to 

Antarctica in March, accomplishing her bucket 

list goal of visiting all seven continents. 

19. Megan E. Helton, 09A, 12GA, 13GA, 

throwing the “L” up from 10,000 feet! 

20. Katie Michalczyk, 09MD, pictured with 

Danielle Kimmel, 07A, overlooking Victoria 

Falls. 

21. Laura Nunnelley, 12B, pictured at the 

Taj Mahal, one of the stops on the UofL MBA 

international trip to India and the UAE. 

22. Emory Williamson, 12A, 12A, visiting 

fellow UofL fans Devon Arnold, 11A and 

Brennan Edgmon in Tokyo. 

23. Edward Bibb, 13E, with his wife, Whitney, 

son, Tevin, and friend, Nathanial, throwing the 

“L” up in Siesta Key. 

24. Evan Neises, 15B, with brother Adam 

Neises, 10B, at a Gelato festival earlier this year 

in Florence, Italy. 

25. UofL staff member Justin D. Leighty with 

other faculty and donors of the School of Music 

while at the Van Cliburn International Piano 

Competition in Fort Worth, Texas. 

26. UofL School of Medicine and under-

graduate students throwing the “L” up on a 

medical mission in Misahuallí, Ecuador.
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1930s

Marie E. Stopher, 36A

Hon. John S. Palmore, Jr., 39L 

1940s

Martha N. Bomar, 40A, 41GA

Thomas E. Booth, 40MD

Jeanne D. Beam, 42A

Eula M. Hayley, 42E, 77GE

Ross M. Galvin, 43MD

Harriet Scharf, 43S

Frank M. Reaves, 44S

Frederick J. Hanzalek, 45S

Emmy Kate David, 46A

John L. Garred, Sr., 46MD

Frank J. Genter, 46DMD

Arthur O. Fitzner, 47S

Edward K. Hand, 47MD

Alice C. Okcuoglu, 47A

Betty Jane Medina, 48A

Hyman Katz, 49DMD

1950s

Martin Glazer, 50L

Fred M. Goldberg, 50L

Ernest C. Grayson, 50B

Ruby E. Hampton, 50A

James B. Lenihan, Sr., 50A, 51L

Jon A. Ogden, 50A

Daniel D. Ray, 50GS

Kenneth H. Reeves, 50A, 57DMD

Helen L. Ritter, 50GE

Philip W. Linder, Esq., 51L        

Ethel S. McQuady, 51A

Betty S. Murphy, 51A

Mary H. Scholtz, 51A

John W. Tabb, 51GE

Irvin L. Waterhous, 51A

George E. Weinmann, 51B

Frances M. Applegate, 52A

Robert L. Caldwell, 52DMD

Sally H. Drummond, 52A

Thomas O. Murphy, Jr., 52B

Rex E. Warner, 52A

Hewitt T. Wilkinson, 52A, 60GE 

Carl E. Kottak, 53B

Harold J. Ridge, Jr., 53DMD

Mary C. Hawkins, 54A, 56GE

Thomas A. Miller, 54DMD

G. Randolph Schrodt, Sr., 54MD

Roger A. Wilson, 54S

Walter W. Wood, 54S

Edward M. Barrall, II, 55A, 57GA

Knox Chandler, 55A, 59MD

Joseph V. Hamilton, 55DMD

Spencer E. Harper, Jr., 55A, 58L

Andrew T. Polites, 55DMD

Starr C. Kaiser, 56A

Elwyn “Al” Abrams, 57B, 67GE 

Angie Gardner, 57A

Katheryn Parks, 57GE, 71GE

Thomas C. Ware, 57A

E. Lee Hasenour, 58B

William T. Moore, 58A, 62MD

Robert F. Oliver, 58B

John H. Rogers, 58A, 74MR

William L. Short, 58A

David T. Stafford, 58S, 59GS

Randall H. Waldron, 58A, 64GA

Harry K. Daugherty, 59MD

Don K. Weinhardt, 59B

1960s

Thomas R. Aldridge, 60S, 61GS

James N. Kaelin, 60S

Gladys B. Kidd, 60E

John D. Marsh, 60MD

Janet S. Moore, 60LGH

Frank W. Lehn, 61MD

Harold L. Minyard, 61S, 64GA

Kenneth R. Peak, 61S

Edward A. Skaggs, 61B

Donald E. Steedly, 61B

John B. Tennant, Jr., 61DMD

Julian R. Buddin, Jr., 62DMD

Walter C. Faison, 62A

Astra U. Kidd, 62MD

Egbert D. Maynard, Jr., 62S, 76GS

Arvis Porter, 62MD

Richard E. Rogers, 62B

Oscar G. Simpson, 62MR

Adrian Sublett, 62E, 72GE

Morton O. Childress, 63SP

W. Barnett Edelen, 63A, 73MD, 77MR

Wayne W. Overstreet, 63A

Henry M. Reed, III, 63L

Raymond J. Savignac, 63L

Leo B. Schaefer, 63B

Kenneth E. Baker, 64B

Harold M. Farlee, Jr., 64A

Charles B. Mercer, 64MD

David L. Williams, 64A

John L. Barwick, 65A

Lois H. Benedetti, 65A, 69GA, 73GA

Daniel C. Keesee, 65MD

Hon. Thomas B. Merrill, 65L

Floyd G. Schanz, 65S

William B. Ouzts, 66B

Larry M. Sarver, 66SP

Gene P. Stotz, 66A

Kathleen B. Doering, 67AH

Julius K. Friedman, 67A

James E. Henderson, 67MD

John A. McGaughey, 67B

Susan G. Peacock, 67A, 73GE

Francis J. Callan, Jr. 68B

Robert B. Lindsey, Jr. 68B

James F. Sutton, 68GB

Hon. David L. Armstrong, 69L

Paul W. Arnett, 69A

Christopher M. Bogert, 69A, 71A, 74GA

Janet R. Cherry, 69GMU

Joan W. Ellison, 69E

William K. Evans III, 69GE

Linda B. Fuchs, 69A

Ellen L. Marin, 69GE

Jack E. Roby, 69MU

1970s

Ronald G. Bonnett, 70DMD

Christian J. Camenisch, II, 70L

Carol M. Dunphy, 70GA

John L. Rose, 70S

Bonnie H. Skoner, 70DH

John T. Brasch, 71S 

Marcia M. Brashears, 71E

Gerald C. Gonsalves, 71GS

John P. Gutermuth, Jr., 71MU

Gary W. Jewell, 71MD

Larry W. Hart, 71A

Daniel A. Mushegian, 71GA

Harold E. Quiggins, Jr., 71A, 72GE

Neal E. Jenkins, 72B

Edward P. Mabrey, 72B

Thomas Mitcham, 72DMD

Elaine A. Kasian, 73GE

Charles E. Lucas, 73GE

Jack E. Ruck, 73L

Beverly Ann Barney, 74GE

Chester W. Harris, 74B

Marilyn M. Hohmann, 74GE

Christopher L. Kempf, 74B

James H. Simrall, Jr., 74MR

Jerry L. Wilson, 74B

Raymond M. Clooney, 75L

Patricia D. Owens, 75E

James D. May, 76A

James Rhodes, Jr., 76GE

Sherryl B. Toldedo, 76A

Bernard F. Altman, Jr., 77B

Major Wynton H. Carter, 77DMD

William Cornett, 77B

John T. Ford, 77GA

Louis A. McKnight, 77AC, 78B

Dorothy O. Andrew, 78GE

Carolyn J. Peters, 78N

David R. Blackerby, 79B

Teresa I. Edelen, 79GE

Edward B. Hayman, Jr., 79DMD, 80DR

Mary B. Thurston, 79A

Sadora A. Womack, 79GE

1980s

Bonnie F. Biemer, 80L

Charles E. Buhl, Jr., 80B

Mimi W. Cochran, 80MU

George T. Ealy, 80GM, 87MD

Irene H. Underwood, 80A

Judith C. Dean, 81B

Jeffrey C. Givan, 81A

Michael A. Hickman, 81A

W. Forrest Judson, 81MR, 83MR

Charles R. Kreiter, 81E

Robert L. Lazrovitch, 81A, 83GK

Iva L. Lowe, 81AC

Elizabeth A. Musselman, 81GP

Diane L. Rigney, 81GP

MaryBeth Fallon, 82A

Sharon L. Hawkins, 82A

Joseph Arnold Riney, 82A

Patricia M. Scott, 82GE

Wanda P. Bratcher, 83GK

Joseph P. Fowler, 83GB

Cheryl L. Oppel, 83E

Sarah R. Yates, 83GA

Grant M. Clough, 84B

Joseph L. Doonana, 84GK

Kevin Joseph Henry, 84B

Evelyn P. Hudson, 84E

George J. Stukenborg, 84A

David B. Gross, 85B

Andrew L. Preston, Jr., 86A

David W. Weigel, 86A

Dempil I. Adams, 87LGH

The university family offers condolences on the passing of the following alumni and friends. Families may submit information by email to alumni@louisville.edu. 

IN MEMORIAM

http://UOFLMAGAZINE.COM
mailto:alumni@louisville.edu
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Sallie Lanier, 87A

Pauline H. Rumph, 87LGH, 87AD

Gregory K. Williams, 87B

Jennifer G. Hager, 88E

Daniel G. Strubel, 88A

Robin-Lynn Todaro, 88GK

Anthony J. Capozzi, Jr., 89GE

Robert C. Reinert, 89B

Carrie B. Teaford, 89A

David T. Wheatley, 89B

1990s

Amy T. Kessler, 90L

Karol E. Ruby, 90SP

Cordelia V. Begay, 91E

Mark Kevin Bennett, 91S

Mariam F. Hileman, 91E

James Bruce Ritchie, 92S

Barbara J. Hogg, 93E

Johnny Darnell Phillips, 93GE

Steve D. Spratt, 93A

Katherine N. Hagan, 94MD, MR

Charles M. Ailiff, 95AC

Donald M. Vowels, 97GK 

Robert L. Bertram, 98MR

Mark A. Sanford, 98A

2000s

Daniel J. Duane, Jr., 03GE

Randall P. Pinkston, 03A

Zackary A. Banks, 05A

Nicole T. Lear, 05GE

Nancy J. Lewis, 05E

Abraham Brown, Jr., 06A

Tiffany M. Embry, 06A, 08GA

2010s

Chelsea M. Brown, 10A

KY Southern

Gwen L. Jackson, 67SC

Larry G. Shuck

Adopted Alumni

William F. Dorrill, PhD

Bonnie D. Thornton, 90AD

Debbie M. Scoppechio

Associate Alumni

Lindsay R. Deckard

Justin S. England

Alisha S. Orr

Daniel P. Russell

Elmer C. Susemichel

Sedella D. Turner

John T. Walbridge, Jr. 

Shirley L. York

Non-Alumni

Joan Switow

Debbie M. Scoppechio, 98AD 

Debbie M. Scoppechio, a tremendous supporter and friend of the 

university, passed away on June 29, 2017. Debbie started Creative 

Alliance in 1987; the agency changed its name to Scoppechio in 

2015. Founded on service, Scoppechio quickly grew to become 

the region's largest marketing agency. Under Debbie's leadership, 

Scoppechio has donated thousands of pro bono man-hours over a 

30-year period for a wide variety of local causes.

John T. Brasch, 71S 

John T. Brasch passed away on July 24, 2017. 

He was a 1971 graduate of UofL Speed School. 

He was a lifelong Cardinals fan, a former UofL 

Athletic Association Board director, a member 

of the Speed Foundation Board, and a member 

of Phi Kappa Tau Fraternity, serving as a past 

chapter president and domain director.

Hon. David L. Armstrong, 69L

Hon. David L. Armstrong passed away on June 15, 2017. He received 

his J.D. from the UofL School of Law where he was a member of Delta 

Theta Phi fraternity. He was appointed juvenile court judge which 

began his career as a public servant. He was elected Commonwealth’s 

attorney for Jefferson County and served as president of the National 

District Attorneys Association. He was recognized by President 

Jimmy Carter as one of the “Ten Outstanding Prosecutors in Amer-

ica” and appointed to presidential task forces by President Reagan. In 

the early 2000s, he taught at UofL. Dave was named “Louisvillian of 

the Year” in 2016.

Kenneth H. Reeves, 50A, 57DMD

Kenneth H. Reeves passed away on June 5, 

2017. Kenny was a starting guard on UofL Bas-

ketball’s first national championship team. 

He is one of UofL’s 1,000 point scorers. He 

had his No. 13 jersey honored by the school 

and was inducted in the university’s athletics 

hall of fame. After serving in the U.S. Army he 

returned to UofL , graduating with a doctorate 

in dentistry. He practiced dentistry in Louis-

ville until his retirement last year.

IN MEMORIAM
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OFFICIAL JEWELER OF THE LOUISVILLE CARDINALS 

SHOWN: SWIRL DIAMOND PENDANT IN 14K WHITE GOLD, $2,195.

Big moments start with a little jewelry box. Explore the beautifully curated 

collection we’ve been working on all year long. Gifts of fine jewelry, 

easy to give and made to inspire the holiday’s biggest moments.

http://shaneco.com
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Gary C. Ball, School of Dentistry, 1978 

Ball runs Ball Dentistry in Indianapolis with his 

wife and children. He regularly provides free dental 

care at a homeless shelter in Indianapolis. Ball  

established the Ball Bequest for Birth Defects and 

the Gary and Allyson Ball Endowment at UofL.

Louis and Louise Bornwasser, Student 

Affairs Legacy Award 

Louis Bornwasser was an original founder of 

UofL’s famous Red Barn. He and his wife, Louise, 

are members of the Red Barn Alumni Associ-

ation and established the Louis W. and Louise 

Bornwasser Student Emergency Fund. 

Claudia A. Corcoran, College of Education 

and Human Development, 1979 

As an educator who began her career in Jefferson 

County Public Schools, Corcoran strongly 

believes in the promotion of peace, health and 

education. She and her husband, Tom, established 

an endowment to help UofL students study 

counseling and mental health overseas. 

Kenneth Crawford, II, College of Arts and 

Sciences, 1987 

The President of Kenneth Crawford Interiors 

in Hollywood, Florida, Crawford is a prominent 

interior designer who has worked with prestigious 

clients across the world. 

Natasha DeJarnett, School of Public Health 

& Information Sciences, 2009, 2013 

Through her work with the American Public 

Health Association, DeJarnett has received 

several significant awards, including a fellowship 

to investigate cardiovascular risks of air pollution 

exposures.  

Jennifer Doyle, School of Nursing, 1998 

A Perinatal Outreach Educator, Doyle has 

committed her nursing career to caring for 

women’s health and pregnant women. Ohio 

Governor John Kasich appointed her to the Ohio 

Maternal-Newborn Advisory Council. 

John P. Gearhart, School of Medicine, 1975 

As a practicing physician and a professor, 

Gearhart is a pioneer in helping children born 

with congenital birth defects and childhood 

urinary cancers. He is a leading expert in pediatric 

urology and reconstructive surgery. 

Marshall L. Matz, School of Law, 1971 

Matz is a principal attorney with Olsson Frank 

Weeda Terman Matz, where he specializes 

in food, nutrition and agriculture law. During 

his career, he has worked as counsel to Senate 

committees on Capitol Hill and served on Barack 

Obama’s presidential campaign.

Guy and Libbye Montgomery, UofL Libraries 

The Montgomerys established the Elizabeth 

Kennedy Simon Conservation Fund, to conserve 

rare books in honor of Libbye’s late mother. They 

also have been instrumental in supporting UofL’s 

Archives and Special Collections Library.

Rosalyn Taylor O’Neale, Kent School of 

Social Work, 1981 

A principal consultant at Cook Ross, O’Neale 

has more than 30 years of experience leading 

learning-based interventions in over 48 countries 

and six continents. She is an executive coach for 

Fortune 500 companies, government agencies and 

educational institutions. 

Julio Racine, School of Music, 1975 

Racine is highly regarded as one of the best 

composers in Haiti. He established the Sainte 

Trinite Music School in Port-Au-Prince and also 

organizes youth music camps across the country.   

William J. Ready, College of Business, 2001 

Ready is the chief operating officer and executive 

vice president at PayPal Holdings, Inc. He is 

responsible for PayPal's checkout experiences, 

Braintree and Venmo.

Timothy Reilly, School of Engineering, 1986 

As founder and former president of Stonestreet 

One LLC, Reilly helped develop and license 

software for Bluetooth technology that is included 

in millions of devices produced by companies 

such as Microsoft, Nike, GoPro and Fitbit.

T
he chief operating officer for PayPal, a dentist who provides free dental care for 

the homeless, and one of Haiti’s best composers are just a few of the distinguished 

UofL alumni to be honored at the 2017 Wilson Wyatt Alumni Awards. 

The awards recognize prominent graduates who have earned distinction in their 

careers and been exemplary ambassadors for the university.  

ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR

Bruce Henderson, co-owner, chairman and chief executive officer of Henderson Services, 

is the 2017 Alumnus of the Year. Henderson, a third-generation owner, has been leading the 

company since 1979. He graduated with both his Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineer-

ing and his Master of Engineering in Electrical Engineering in 1973. (See photo on page 62)

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

HONORS OUTSTANDING 

GRADUATES

Claudia Corcoran accepts the Alumni Fellow award 

from the College of Education and Human Development.

ALUMNI FELLOWS



Shmoo-ving along

A UofL fraternity rides down Broadway dur-

ing the 1948 Homecoming Parade in their 

float featuring students dressed as Shmoos. 

Shmoos were beloved characters that 

debuted in a 1948 comic strip written by Al 

Capp. Known for their bowling pin-like shape 

and charitable personalities, Shmoos radiated 

kindness and resilience in the face of adver-

sity. The Shmoo craze captured audiences’  

attention across the nation, cultivating 

phrases such as “What’s Shmoo?” and 

“Happy Shmoo Year!” The lovable characters 

sold $25 million in merchandise in 1948 alone 

and inspired at least one Homecoming float.

NOW
THEN

+



TIMES HAVE CHANGED:  
Share your experiences  

at: editor@louisville.edu.

mailto:editor@louisville.edu
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